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Satisfaction  eludes 
till  call  is  answered 


FORT  WORTH-Julian  Fagan, 
former  pro  football  player,  success¬ 
ful  Amory,  Miss.,  lawyer  and  local 
Laurel  hero,  wasrrrot  satisfied  in  any 
of  those  roles. 

John  Stewart,  another  Laurel  man, 
was  doing  well  in  data  processing  but 
he  missed  a  major  promotion  be¬ 
cause  he  lacked  a  college  degree. 

Jim  Burton  left  the  financial  man¬ 
agement  of  16  Florida  hospitals  to 
someone  else. 

At  age  51,  when  most  men  accumu¬ 
late  all  they  can  to  prepare  for  re¬ 
tirement,  Charles  McGlothlin  turned 
down  a  promotion. 

'  \  \ 
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Retirement  frees  Rebers 
for  work  in  New  Zealar 


By  Bill  Webb 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Foreign  his  14  as  vice  president  of  the  Office  of 
Mission  Board  Vice  President  Sid  Management  Services. 

Reber  and  his  wife,  Alwilda,  came  to  Reber  retires  Jan.  31  and  begin- 
retirement  just  in  time  to  take  a  new  ning  April  1,  the  Rebers  will  spend 
assignment  as  church  planters  in  two  years  under  the  New  Zealand 
New  Zealand.  union  to  establish  a  church  in  a  small 

Board  members  established  a  but  growing  area  on  the  nation’s 
formal  fraternal  relationship  with  North  Island.  They  will  work 
the  Baptist  Union  of  New  Zealand  alongside  Pastor  Doug  Patrick  of 
during  the  same  meeting  they  hon-  nearby  New  Plymouth  Baptist 
ored  the  couple  for  seven  years  of  Church,  sponsor  of  the  new  congre- 
missionary  service  in  Singapore  and  gation. 

“This  is  an  area  which  is  growing 
because  of  oil  exploration  off  the 
coast,"  Reber  explained.  “We  will  be 
A*'-  working  with  a  small  nucleus  of  be- 
B  lievers  who  are  in  that  area.  They 
yjf  have  six  or  seven  couples  there  who 

•  are  willing  to  start  the  work." 

V)  A  , Under  the  agreement  linking  the 
board  and  the  Baptist  union.  New 
Zealand  will  not  be  considered  a  mis- 
y  kT  '•  sion  field.  Baptist  work  there  is 

well-devdloped,  dating  to  1851.  The 
^  ^  union  was  established  in  1882  and  the 

f  1  Baptist  Missionary  Society  of  tjlew 

/  Zealand,  which  appoints  home  and 

a  •  -«*  overseas  missionaries,  was  or- 

/  ganized  three  years  later. 

The  relationship  will  facilitate 
P  V  sendin8  personnel  to  the  country  for 

partnership  missions  and  other  pro- 

(Webb  writes  for  the  Foreign  MIs- 

nouter  center.  (David  Bell  Dhoto.) "  *iou  Board.) 


where  you  wonder  how  much  what 
you’re  doing  means  in  eternity,” 


In  Him. ..all  things  become  new 

_ll  Cor  517 
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The  way  to  a  Happy  New  Year 


It’s  time  to  turn  oyer  a  new  leaf  It’s  plain  enough.  A  new  life  can 
now,  and  people  all  over  the  world  only  be  found  through  Christ.  The 
will  be  attempting  to  do  just  that  in  world,  with  all  of  the  good  intentions 

these  early  days  of  1984.  By  and  it  can  muster,  can  never  change  it- 

large,  they  will  fail.  self.  All  of  the  New  Year’s  resolutions 

It'  will  not  be  because  that  they  are  without  substance  unless  the 
don’t  have  the  desire  that  they  will  Lord  of  life  is  the  way  through  which 
fail.  The  world  is  full  of  well-meaning  the  new  life  is  achieved, 

people  who  sincerely  want  to  make  Make  no  mistake,  a  non-Christian 
their  lives  more  meaningful.  Every  person  can  quit  smoking,  can  quit 
year  during  the  season  given  to  the  drinking,  and  can  quit  living  in  de¬ 
observance  of  the  beginning  of  a  new  ceit.  All  these  changes  take  is  will 
year,  they  determine  within  them-  power.  These  changes  do  not  indicate 
selves -that  they  will  do  better.  They  a  changed  life,  however.  The  source 
resolve  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf.  *  of  the  problem  is  still  there.  Those 
But  they  fail.  Why?  undesirable  characteristics  that 

They  don’t  know  the  Lord,  the  Au-  people  want  to  be  rid  of  are  simply 
thor  of  life,  the  Creator  through  manifestations  of  a  problem  that  will 
whom  all  things  are  made  new.  The  still  be  present  in  any  life  until  Christ 
apostle  Paul  points  to  the  way,  in  II  is  made  the  Lord  of  that  life. 

Cor.  5: 17.  He  says,  “Therefore  if  any  So  this  is  a  new  year.  It  is  a  time 

man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  crea-  when,  traditionally,  we  turn  over  a 

ture:  old  things  are  passed  away;  new  leaf. . .  when  we  get  a  new  start, 

behold,  all  things  are  become  new.’’  It  is  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  a  new 


beginning. 

The  only  sure  and  unfailing  peg  is 
Christ.  Only  in  looking  to  him  can  we 
find  newness  of  life  and  the  strength 
to  carry  on  in  it. 

Those  of  us  who  know  Christ  are  not 
immune  to  the  need  to  make  changes 
in  our  lives  ...  to  establish  new  be¬ 
ginnings.  This  should  be  a  constant 
consideration,  however,  and  not  a 
concept  to  be  hung  on  a  peg  called 
New  Year’s  Day. 

If  we  have  been  negligent  in  seek¬ 
ing  the  Lord  in  order  to  effect  the 
changes  that  are  needed  in  our  lives, 
there  is  no  need  to  wait  longer. 

A  new  year  is  beginning.  Surely  it  is 
not  too  early  to  be  finding  the  new 
direction  in  life  that  may  have  been 
postponed.  The  Lord  is  the  source  of 
new  life. 

May  this  year  and  all  of  life  be  lived 
with  Christ  at  the  core  of  it.  Then  for 
all  of  us  it  will  be  a  Happy  New  Year. 


uest  opinion  ... 

Believe  me,  I  know 


Search  for  religious  freedom 


By  Timothy  Parker 

I’d  like  to  tell  a  story  to  youngsters  Stop!  Look  around  you,  young  ones, 
everywhere  .  '  are  you  on  the  right  track? 

The  reason  for  the  story?  Well  let’s 

just  say  I  care.  When  I  was  out  there  on  those  streets, 

I  had  loads  of  friends. 

It’s  not  a  fiction  story,  just  cold  hard  But  now  that  I’m  locked  up  here,  not  a 
fact  postcard  do  they  send. 

It’s  not  a  pretty  story.  It  can’t  be  told 

^  with  tact.  Each  day  I  wait  with  a  spark  of  hope 

for  some  small  word. 

Each  night  I  go  to  bed  again,  and  still 
I  haven’t  heard 


Religious  freedom  is  not  an  easy 
principle  to  maintain;  for,  as  with 
Baptists  and  their  doctrines,  people 
insist  on  shades  of  differences  that 
ieave  them  all  holding  firmly  to  the 
principle  in  a  broad  context  but  find¬ 
ing  varying  positions  from  which  to 
maintain  their  allegiance  to  the  prin- 


be  interpreted. 

There  is  a  different  principle  at 
stake  in  the  issue  involving  an 
elementary  school  operated  by  Faith 
Baptist  Church  in  Louisville,  Neb. 
The  students  at  Bob  Jones  University 
are  not  required  by  law  to  go  to 
school.  It  is  very  likely,  however,  that 
Nebraska  has  some  kind  of  mandat- 
Generally  we  were  alligned  with  ory  attendance  law  for  its  elemen- 
Bob  Jones  University  in  its  losing  tary  school-aged  children. 

>  battle  with  the  Internal  Revenue  The  problem  is  that  the  church  has 
Service  even  though  we  may  not  have  refused  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 

agreed  fully  with  the  concept  which  get  the  school  accredited.  Therefore, 
led  the  university  to  adopt  its  posi-  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  the 

tion.  Bob  Jones  University  bases  a  church  was  keeping  the  children 

going  to  its  school  from  attending  an 
accredited  school.  In  legal  consider¬ 
ations,  it  was  keeping  its  children  but 
of  school. 

There  is  good  reason  for  accredita¬ 
tion  of  schools,  whether  or  not  we 
want  to  be  involved  with  the  state  to 
the  point  of  establishing  accredita¬ 
tion.  Teaching  children  in  a  non- 
accredited  school  is  about  the  same 
as  teaching  them  at  home.  When  they 
have  finished  their  course  work  at 
such  a  school,  they  will  not  have 
achieved  the  proper  credentials  for 
entering  college.  Also,  should  the 
family  move  and  there  be  no  similar 
non-accredited  school  at  the  new  lo¬ 
cation,  the  children  would  not  have 
credentials  to  enter  public  school  or 
an  accredited  private  school.  This  is 
a  genuine  disservice  to  the  children, 
for  it  robs  them  of  education  pos¬ 
sibilities  when  they  are  too  young  to 
make  these  important  decisions  for 
themselves .  And  it  caused  the  church 
to  break  the  law. 


The  townspeople  feel  it  is  all  an  at¬ 
tempt  at  obtaining  publicity.  When 
150  ministers  from  around  the  coun¬ 
try  decided  to  go  to  Louisville  to  help 
the  church,  they  asked  the  governor 
of  Nebraska  to  furnish  protection  for 
them.  The  townspeople  largely  are 
ignoring  the  situation  and  say  that  if 
there  were  to  have  been  any  trouble  it 
would  have  developed  long  ago. 

The  ministers  claim  the  lack  of 
protection  led  to  their  being  attacked 
and  bullets  being  fired  through  the 
windows.  The  claim  is  that  the  sheriff 
would  not  investigate.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  sheriff’s  office  has  a  report 
of  an  investigation  that  did  turn  up 
evidence  of  shots  being  fired .  Air  rifle 
BBs  were  found  on  the  window  ledge. 

In  trying  to  stop  the  school  from 
operating,  a  judge  had  ordered  the 
building  padlocked.  Television 
preacher  Jerry  Falwell  went  over, 
taking  his  cameras  with  him,  to  cut 
the  padlock  off  of  the  door.  When  he 
got  there,  however,  he  had  to  buy  a 
new  lock  to  cut  off  for  his  cameras. 
The  sheriff  had  taken  the  other  one 
off  three  weeks  before,  according  to  a 
report  by  Evangelical  Press  News 
Service. 

Religious  freedom  is  a  precious 
commodity.  It  is  understandable  that 
people  exereike  a  great  deal  of  zeal  in 
seeking  to  protect  it.  We  don’t  all  un¬ 
derstand  its  precepts  in  the  same 
manner,  however.  And  when  a  child 
is  denied  a  creditable  education  in 
the  name  of  religious  freedom,  there 
seems  to  be  some  lack  of  understand- 


It’s  my  story;  I’m  a  dope  fiend;  just 
call  me  misery. 

Go  on  with  what  your  doing,  and  I’ll 
-have  company. 

Think  twice  before  you  fill  that  rig  They 
and  take  a  seat  in  hell. 

For  four  years  I’ve  had  that  seat  in 

and  out  of  jail.  Ikno, 

Don’t  knf>ck  it  till  you’ve  tried  it,  Some 
seems  the  thing  today. 

I’ve  tried  it  all,  I’ve  shot  it  all  each 
and  every  day. 

I’m  qualified  to  knock  it,  and  that’s  With  i 
just  what  I  do. 

It’s  wrecked  my  life;  believe  me,  it’ll 
wreck  yours  too. 

I  started  out  like  you,  with  just  a  little 
grass. 

It  wasn’t  long  till  it  dawned  on  me, 

the  kicks  just  didn’t  last.  Believe  me;  I  know! 

Next  came  the  pills  to  pep  me  up  and 
drive  me  day  by  day. 

Then  came  the  Birds  and  after  that,  Timothy  Parker,  who  wrote  the  ac- 
down  hill  all  the  way.  companying  poem,  recently  was  re- 

•  leased  from  Oakley  Training  School 

I’ve  done  a  bit  of  everything,  I  guess,  near  Raymond  after  serving  1  1/2 
,  th®re  ,is  d°  years  of  an  eight-year  sentence  on 

Don  t  think  it  brought  me  happiness,  drug  charges.  He  was  supposed  to  be, 
’cause  I’ve  got  news  for  you.  transferred  to  Parchman  for  the  final 

six  years  of  his  term  when  he  was 
It  may  seem  smart  while  you’re  a  released.  He  wrote  the  poem  follow- 
kid,  but  as  the  ytars  go  by,  ing  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  and 
TJiere  11  come  a  day  when  just  like  before  he  was  aware  that  he  was  to  be 
me  you’ll  sit  for  hours  and  cry.  released. 

.  ..  .  ,  Parker,  who  grew  up  in  Mobile, 

I  sit  here  now  behind  locked  doors,  Ala.,  says  that  he  was  kicked  out  of 
my  mind  is  in  a  daze,  the  servtce  because  of  his  drug  prob- 
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Baptist  merger  in  Russia 
causes  need  for  building 

ARCHANGEL— When  a  Baptist  So,  although  the  Archangel  church 
group,  separated  in  the  1960s  and  had  dedicated  a  new  site  only  in  1978, 
meeting  independently  since  that  the  recently-united  congregation 
time,  joined  the  Archangel  Baptist  started  work  on  a  enlargement  plan. 
Church  (related  to  the  All-Union  Inaugural  services  for  the  build- 
Council  of  Evangelical  Christians-  ing,  expanded  to  approximately 
Baptists  in  the  USSR)  in  1982,  it  be-  three  times  its  former  dimensions 
came  apparent  that  a  larger  prayer  and  with  seating  for  185,  took  place 
house  was  needed.  Oct.  30. 


Great  Challenge 


Ev.  -Bible  Conference 
Set  Feb.  6-8,  Gulfport 


The  annual  Mississippi  Baptist 
Evangelism-Bible  Conference  is  set 
for  Feb.  6-8  at  First  Church,  Gulfport 
Theme  of  the  con- 
ference  be 

Mississippi’s 

Great  Challenge:  ^B  ty 

Church  Growth.”  ^ 

The  meeting^ 
will  consist  of  ^  ^ 

Bible  studies,^  " 

sermons,  and  spe-l 

cial  interest  ses-B 

sions.  It  is  spon-f  ___  *  f  J| 

sored  by  the  Sun-  Dunn 


day  School  and  Evangelism  Depart-  Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake 
ments  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  Forest,  N.C.,  will  discuss  “Multipli- 
vention  Board.  The  program  opens  at  cations  of  Disciples  and  Churches,” 


A  visiting  pastor  from  the  West  (right)  was  invited  to  offer  a  spiritual  charge  and 
prayer  as  two  young  Christian  believers  in  Russia  publicly  announced  their  en¬ 
gagement  to  their  church. 


Much  in  common 


Russians  share  fruit 
wedding  intentions 


By  John  M.  Wilkes 

VOLGOGRAD,  USSR— The  Battle  The  present  pasttfrs  and  church 

of  Stalingrad  made  world  headlines  council  invited  the  four  visitors  in  oun 
in  1943.  Forty  years  later  this  city—  group  to  preach  at  the  Sunday  monf- 
renamed  several  times  since  first  ing  service  in  Volgograd.  A  young 
being  settled  as  the  fortress  town  of  man  and  woman  chose  that  day  to 
Tsaritsyn  in  1589— is  filled  with  re-  announce  to  the  crowded  congrega- 
miniscences.  tion  their  engagement  and  intent  to 

Guides  claim  no  tree  was  left  be  married.  At  an  appropriate  mo- 
standing  in  1943.  Now  tree-lined  ment  they  came  forward  to  stand 
boulevards  stretch  nearly  50  miles  side  by  side  for  this  special  time  of 
along  the  Volga  River.  History  fills  Recognition  and  affirmation.  A  guest, 
magazines  and  newspapers;  Robert  C.  Ferguson,  read  a  Bible 
museums  keep  up  the  memory  with  passage  and  said  a  prayer.  Eyes  glis- 
light  and  sound  presentations;  and  as  tened  with  tears  of  joy  as  the  proud 
many  as  75  million  persons  have  vis-  congregation  looked  on. 
ited  the  towering  memorial  on  Man-  We  learned  later  that  this  cere- 
ayev  Hill.  mony  must  be  observed  before  a  man 

As  the  city  has  rebuilt  from  the  and  woman  may  go  out  together  or 
ashes  of  destruction,  its  population  even  be  seen  together  by  any  of  the 
has  reached  almost  a  million,  twice  church  members.  That  prompted  a 
that  of  before,  jjtorld  War  II.  question  from  my  wife,  Doylene: 

Christian  believers  here  have  been  “But  how  can  anyone  know  they  want 
rebuilding  also.  In  1965  there  were  35  to  be  engaged  if  they  are  never  al- 
churches;  there  were  59  Christian  lowed  to  go  together  until  it  is  an- 
congregations  in  1983.  Three  Baptist  nounced7” 

Our  interpreter  hesitated,  then 
th  g  for  Feb  M at  First  Church,  Gulfport, 

thelast  two  years.  _  know  which  are  registered  and  which 

The  central  Baptist  Church,  one  of  underground  churches,  don’t 
13  in  Volgograd,  baptized  nearly  f»  *  of  ^  „ 

new  converts  in  a  two-year  period,  *  _ 1 _ 

and  has  more  than  600  members  now.  ^ 

There  are  at  least  2,000  Baptists  in  When  the  long  service  had  ended, 
the  Volgograd,  Saratov,  and  Astra-  church  leaders  showed  us  into  a  side 
han  regions.  room  where  a  long  table  was  set  with 

“Brother  Jakov,”  the  Volgograd  heaping  piatters  of  summer  fruit — 
Baptist  superintendent  and  his  wife  plums,  grapes,  peaches,  honey  me- 
came  25  years  ago  from  Siberia,  i°ns  an<t  watermelons.  Council 
where  his  parents  had  become  be-  members  and  deacons  joined  us  for  a 
lievers  and  were  baptized  in  an  icy  refreshing  feast.  As  they  sliced  more 
river  in  1908.  Recalling  the  difficul-  melons,  they  also  passed  trays  of 
ties  his  family  faced  in  that  era,  he  fresh  dark  bread, 
says,  “We  thank  the  Lord  for  the  time  It  was  then  I  remembered  another 
we  have  here  now  as  believers— pray  “watermelon  cutting’  on  a  Sunday 
with  us  that  it  will  continue.”  evening  20  years  ago  at  the  church  in 

“Believers  here,  in  our  under-  a  Mississippi  city  where  Iwas  pastor, 
standing,  have  full  freedom  to  preach  The  people  back  there  enjoyed  that 
the  gospel,”  he  repeated  often  during  “basket  of  summer  fruit,”  and  that 
our  three  day  visit.  “You  can  tell  that  fellowship  in  Christ,  just  as  these 
to  the  world !  ”  Russian  believers  in  V olgograd  were 

After  serving  as  pastor  of  the  main  faring  happily  with  us  now. 
Volgograd  church  he  wentto  Vol-  ^  of ^ have M much ta 
zschsky,  a  new  city  some  two  hours  comm^ and  so  much  t0  share 

away,  when  a  new  congregation  be-  pv._v_hJrp, 
gan.  That  church,  registered  only  re-  y 

cently,  already  has  60  baptized  (Wilke*  i*  director  of  European 
members.  Baptist  Pres*  Service. ) 


Controversy  greets  new 
Virffinia-Intermont  head 


Young  people  sit  together  in  balcony 
section  during  service  at  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Volgograd  (USSR). 


DeSoto  ma 
get  Baptist 
hospital 


By  Tom  Miller 

BRISTOL,  Va.  (BP)— James  E.  dissenting  faculty  Dec.  9,  Martin  re- 
Martin  Jr.,  president  of  Virginia  In-  fused  to  meet  demands  he  “promise" 
termont  College  since  Sept.  1,  be-  not  to  do  it  again.  “I  appreciate  art;  I 
came  locked  in  controversy  with  am  no  expert  but  I  am  president  of 
some  students  and  faculty  members  this  college,”  he  said.  “If  anactionor 
Dec.  3  when  he  ordered  two  charcoal  activity  of  the  college  is  offensive,  I 
sketches  of  nudes  temporarily  re-  am  ultimately  responsible  to  the  col- 
moved  from  a  campus  art  exhibit.  lege,  the  community,  and  the  church 
Martin  told  the  Virginia  Religious  with  whom  we  have  affiliation. 

Herald  on  Dec.  12  he  had  the  pieces  “If  the  situation  should  arise  again, 

removed  because  they  “could  have  I  would  want  to  sit  down  with  all  the 
been  offensive”  to  persons  who  Were  parties  concerned  and  explain  my 
to  pass  through  the  gallery  on  their  position  and  hear  theirs.  But  I  will  not 
way  to  dedication  of  a  renovated  the-  abrogate  or  negate  my  responsibility  \ 
ater  in  the  fine  arts  building.  to  be  totally  responsible  for  the  in- 

“I  made  a  value  judgment,”  he  stitution.” 
said.  “It  was  not  censorship;  it  was  a  All  of  Martin’s  trouble  is  hot  artis- 
matter  of  taste.”  tic.  He  made  clear  to  the  board  of 

Other  students  in  the  exhibit  then  trustees  before  his  employment  as 
withdrew  their  art,  thus  closing  the  president  he  was  opposed  to  alcoholic 

display.  *  beverages.  Soon  after  arrival  he  out- 

A  reported  21  faculty  members  la  wed  the  serving  of  alcohol  at  any 
then  signed  a  statement  criticizing  college  sponsored  function. 

Martin  for  “censorship.”  A  local  That  policy  brought  him  into  sharp 
newspaper  quoted  the  document  as  conflict  with  some  students.  Curtail  - 
saying  “. . .  we  regard  it  as  intolera-  ing  (though  not  eliminating)  visita¬ 
ble  both  of  itself  and  as  it  might  serve  tion  between  sexes  in  dormitories 
as  precedent  for  action  on  the  part  of  also  met  with  student  uproar, 
the  president.”  Acknowledging  Mar-  V-I  is  a  coeducational  senior  col- 
tin’s  “good  intentions,”  the  faculty  lege  with  approximately  600  stu- 
members  nevertheless  said  “in  the  dents.  It  has  a  programmatic  rela- 
fields  of  sculpture,  painting,  draw-  tionship  with  the  Baptist  General  As- 
ing,  photography,  creative  writing,  sociation  of  Virginia  and  in  1964  will 
and  communications,  only  one  stan-  receive  $237,022  in  Cooperative  Prog- 
dard  can  be  used  as  grounds  for  cen-  ram  support, 
sorship:  that  standard  is  quality.”  (Miller  i*  associate  editor  of  The 
In  a  three-hour  m^ng  with  the  Virginia  Religious  Herald.) 


Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care  Sys¬ 
tem  of  Memphis  received  approval  of 
the  Mississippi  Health  Care  Com¬ 
mission  Dec.  15  to  build  a  100-bed 
hospital  in  DeSoto  County  contingent 
on  the  resolution  of  legal  issue. 

The  commission  earlier  rejected  a 
request  of  DeSoto  General  Hospital 
for  a  certificate  of  need  to  build  a 
120-bed  for-profit  hospital.  That  deci¬ 
sion  was  sustained  by  a  chancery 
court  in  Jackson,  but  hospital  rep¬ 
resentatives  indicated  they  planned 
to  appeal  to  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court. 

The  Baptist  proposal  calls  for  the 
construction  of  a  $12  million  hospital 
near  Interstate  55  and  Goodman 
Road,  just  south  of  Memphis. 

The  proposal  won  endorsements 
from  the  DeSoto  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  most  of  the  aldermen  in  the 
county. 

When  constructed,  the  hospital 
would  become  the  10th  in  the  2,766- 
bed  system  owned  by  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and 
Tennessee. 

Others  are  in  Memphis,  Covington. 
Ripley,  Union  City  and  Huntington, 
Tenn.;  Booneville,  Miss.;  and  For¬ 
rest  City,  Hardy,  and  "Coming,  Ark 
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Launch  of  ACTS  may  be 
largest  ever  for  cable 

O  V 

By  Greg  Warner 


>ORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— 
When  the  American  Christian  Tele¬ 
vision  System  (ACTS)  goes  on  the  air 
next  May,  it  may  be  the  largest 
launch  of  any  network  in  the  history 
of  cable  televisiqi. 

Ten  of  the  top  25  cable  TV  corpora¬ 
tions  in  the  country  have  agreed  to 
carry  ACTS,  giving  the  new  network 
the  potential  of  reaching  eight  mill¬ 
ion  homes  through  cable.  Agree¬ 
ments  are  in  process  with  these  first 
10  companies,  while  other  pending 
agreements  could  bring  the  total 
number  of  potential  homes  to  16  mill¬ 
ion,  according  to  projections  by 
ACTS  planners. 

ACTS  will  use  cable  television, 
low-power  TV  and  full-power  TV  sta¬ 
tions  to  deliver  16  hours  of  family 
Christian  entertainment  each  day. 
The  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  (RTyC)  is 
assembling  the  network. 

“On  any  given  Sunday,  Southern 
Baptists  are  fortunate  to  have  four 
million  people  in  Sunday  School,” 
RTVC  President  Jimmy  R.  Allen 
said.  “But  when  ACTS  becomes 
available  to  these  cable  homes, 
Southern  Baptists  will  have  access  to 
40  million  people  every  day  of  the 
week.” 

While  attention  has  been  focused 
on  the  low-power  and  full-power  sta¬ 
tions  in  the  ACTS  strategy,  the  initial 
impact  of  the  network  will  be  felt 
through  cable  television,  according 
to  Ron  Dixon,  vice  president  of  media 
services  for  the  RTVC. 

ACTS  has  been  presenting  its  case 
to  the  national  cable  TV  corporations 
that  hold  cable  franchises  in  numer¬ 
ous  cities,  called  multiple  system 
operators  (MSO),  to  get  them  to 
carry  the  network  on  their  local  sys¬ 
tems.  Bill  Nichols  and  Lloyd  Hart  of 
the  RTVC  broadcast  services  de¬ 
partment  have  been  spearheading 
this  work. 

Those  multiple  system  operators 
Jhat  have  agreed  to  carry  ACTS  in¬ 
clude  American  Television  and 
Communications,  Cox  Cable,  Group 


W  and  Storer,  each  of  which  have 
more  than  a  million  subscribers. 
Others  are  Daniels  and  Associates, 
Metro  Vision,  Heritage  Communica¬ 
tions,  TCA  Cable,  TeleCable,  and  Vis¬ 
ion  Cable.  Those  10  MSOs  report  a 
total  8,045,332  subscribers  in  669 
franchises  across  the  country. 

The  Nashville  Network,  which 
premiered  with  seven  million  cable 
subscribers  in  March,  is  considered 
the  largest  network  start-up  to  date. 
The  Disney  Channel,  which  attracted 
a  lot  of  attention  when  it  kicked  off 
earlier  this  year,  started  with  only 
about  300,000  homes. 

Once  ACTS  agreements  are  signed 
with  the  MSOs,  each  of  their  local 
systems  will  beauthorized  to  include 
ACTS  in  their  service  to  subscribers. 
The  relationships  between  MSOs  and 
their  local  systems  vary  within  the 
cable  industry.  Some  local  franch¬ 
ises  must  carry  what  the  MSO  dic¬ 
tates.  Others  can  pick  and  choose. 

ACTS  is  training  consultants  in 
each  state  to  contact  the  local  sys¬ 
tems  owned  by  the  first  10  MSO  af¬ 
filiates  to  ensure  ACT§  is  carried  on 
each  local  franchise.  The  consultants 
are  also  helping  churches  form  local 
ACTS  boards,  which  will  promote  the 
network,  provide  local  programming 
and  supply  the  cable  franchises  with 
the  necessary  equipment  to  receive 
ACTS  via  satellite. 

“In  order  to  reach  our  re¬ 
cordbreaking  potential,  it  is  impera¬ 
tive  that  we  secure  these  local 
agreements  and  get  local  ACTS 
boards  moving  to  purchase  these 
satellite  dishes,”  Nichols  said.  “We 
may  very  well  have  the  largest  net¬ 
work  launch  in  cable  history  next . 
May,  but  it  also  may  take  several 
months  to  get  all  the  pieces  in  place. 

“Our  consultants  are  emphasizing 
Baptist  strengths  in  each  area  to 
convince  local  cable  operators  of  the 
benefits  of  carrying  ACTS,”  Nichols 
said.  “The  network  offers  them  local 
programming,  free  network  prog¬ 
ramming  and  more  subscribers.” 

Farrell  Blankenship,  director  of 


the  MBCB’s  Broadcast  Service  De¬ 
partment,  is  available  for  such  con¬ 
sultation. 

A  survey  of  seven  cities  indicated 
14  percent  of  residents  not  receiving 
cable.would  subscribe  if  ACTS  were 
offered.  That  same  survey  showed  85 
percent  of  residents  would  like  to  see 
ACTS  offered  on  their  local  cable  sys¬ 
tem. 

ACTS  will  unveil  its  strategy  to  the 
rest  of  the  cable  industry  during  the 
Western  Cable  Show  in  Anaheim, 
Calif.,  Dec.  13-15,  Dixon  said.  The 
charter  MSO  affiliates  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  during  a  news  conference 
and  reception  Dec.  13. 

ACTS  strategists  also  will  use  the 
trade  show  to  enlist  other  MSO  af¬ 
filiates,  as  well  as  independent  cable 
operators.  Dixon  said  ACTS  hopes  to 
add  the  potential  of  another  eight 
million  homes  through  future  MSO 
agreements. 

ACTS  will  use  a  20-  by  40-foot 
exhibit  to  tell  the  network’s  story  at 
the  Western  Cable  Show.  The  display 
was  created  by  Los  Angeles  master 
designer  Darrel  Howe,  whose  ar¬ 
chitectural  and  design  work  has  been 
featured  in  “Time,”  “Life,” 
“People,”  and  “Home  Magazine.” 
Howe  is  donating  his  time  and  much 
of  the  material  for  the  exhibit. 

<*»ifer  writes  for  the  Radio- 
Television  Commission. ) 

► 

First,  Vicksburg 
plans  children’s 
choirs  workshop 

Mabel  Stewart  Boyter  will  be  at 
First  Church,  Vicksburg,  for  a  mid¬ 
winter  children’s  choirs’  workshop 
on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday, 
Jan.  26,  27,  and  28.. 

Mrs.  Boyter  is  a  specialist  in  music 
education  and  children’s  choirs.  An 
author,  lecturer,  and  director  of  fes¬ 
tivals  and  seminars,  she  has  worked 
with  children’s  choirs  for  over  40 
years. 

The  Thursday  night  session  will  be 
from  5:30  until  9  p.m.  This  session 
will  include  a  lecture,  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  with  five  and  six  year  old  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  discussion  period.  The 
Friday  night  session  will,  also,  begin 
at  5:30  and  conclude  at  9  p.m. 

A  demonstration  choir  of  seven  and 
eight  year  old  children  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  session.  The  Saturday 
session  will  begin  at  9  and  conclude  at 
3  p.m.  Mrs.  Boyter  will  work  with 
three  different  age  groups  during  this 
time:  five  and  six  year  olds,  seven 
and  eight  year  olds,  and  nine  through 
twelve  year  olds.  Supper  will  be 
served  Thursday  and  Friday  nights. 
A  luncheon  is  planned  for  the  Satur¬ 
day  session. 

A  registration  fee  of  $20.00  per 
church  or  group  is  required.  For 
further  information,  contact  Gary 
Gregg  or  Frances  Hassell,  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1607  Cherry  Street, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  39180. 


Walnut  Grove 
in  top  10 


WALNUT  GROVE  CHURCH,  Leake 
County,  placed  in  the  top  10  churches 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  in 
per  capita  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering,  1983.  Jerry  Pitts,  pas¬ 
tor,  left,  presented  a  certificate  to  the 
WMU  director,  Mrs.  Morris  Rogers, 
from  William  Tanner,  president  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board.  The  church  gave 
$2,581  to  the  home  missions  offering. 


WASHINGTON  ( EF)— Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  has  entered  a  federal  court  dis¬ 
pute  over  government-sponsored  re¬ 
ligious  meetings  in  Oklahoma  public 
schools. 

“The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  re¬ 
peatedly  affirmed  the  role  of  parents 
in  deciding  what  religious  values 
should  or  should  not  be  imparted  to 
their  children”  said  the  Americans 
United  brief.  “Under  a  government 
where  the  state  is  prohibited  from 
engaging  in  the  religious  instruction 
of  its  young  people,  spiritual  needs 
can  only  be  met  by  the  parents  and 


Drugs,  alcohol 
subject  of 
McComb  meet 

Several  Baptist  churches  in  the 
McComb  area  are  coordinating  a 
youth  conference  on  Drogs/Al- 
cohol/ Youth  to  be  presented  Jan.  7, 
at  First  Church,  Summit. 

Darwin  Stiles,  adolescent  coor¬ 
dinator  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Medi¬ 
cal  Center’s  Chemical  Dependency 
Center  in  Jackson,  along  with  several 
youths  who  have  or  are  presently  un¬ 
dergoing  treatment  at  the  Center  will 
present  the  program  at  the  confer¬ 
ence. 

Small  group  presentations,  which 
lend  themselves  to  more  personal  in¬ 
volvement,  are  planned  for  the  ex¬ 
pected  150  McComb  qrea  youths  at¬ 
tending  the  conference. 

Jerry  Weber,  associate  pastor  and 
youth  director  at  South  McComb 
Church  and  association  youth  direc¬ 
tor  for  Pike  County,  is  coordinator  for 
the  conference. 


their  freely  chosen  churches.” 

Americans  United  stated  that  the 
Little  Axe,  Okla.  school  district  had 
unconstitutionally  sponsored  religi¬ 
ous  activities.  Two  mothers,  JoAnn 
Bell  and  Lucille  McCord,  objected  to 
the  practices.  After  failing  to  con¬ 
vince  the  school  board  to  halt  the  re¬ 
ligious  services,  they  filed  suit  in  fed¬ 
eral  district  court. 

The  court  in  March  banned  the  ser¬ 
vices  but  suggested  that  a  new  school 
policy  on  religious  activities  was 
constitutional.  The  decision  has  been 
appealed  to  the  U.S.  10th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals. 


Mississippi  chaplains’  officers 

Officers  for  the  Mississippi  Chaplains'  association  for  1984  include,  from  left, 
Robert  Jones,  chaplain  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  secretary;  J.  C. 
Rent  roe,  director  of  missions  for  Rankin  County,  president;  Nolan  Brister,  retired 
chaplain  at  the  VA  Hospital,  editor;  and  James  Street,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Cleveland,  vice  president. 
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Americans  United  enters 
school  religious  meet  case 
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Editor:  If  women  should  be  silent 

In  response  to  recent  letters  con-  church,  then  we’ll  stop  playing 

ceming  women,  it  is  obvious  that  organs  and  pianos,  stop  singing  in 

many  Baptists  today  do  not  know  choirs,  stop  reading  responsive 

their  Baptist  history.  Ever  since  stop  praying  aloud,  stop  teaching  > 

there  have  been  Baptists,  there  have  classes— in  short,  the  church  wo 

been  women  deaconesses.  Check  into  be  made  up  of  only  men.  How  sil 

Baptist  history— it  might  surprise  Christ  never  meant  it  to  be  that  we 

you.  _  _  Unfortunately,  there  are  some  v 

There  are  some  who  do  not  under-  believe  that  because  one  Christ 

stand  that  when  the  Bible  speaks  of  believes  differently  from  them,  tl 

“man,”  it  refers  to  “mankind,”  that  person  is  not  k  Christian.  The 

which  includes  women.  The  Bible  God  that  only  He  will  be  the  judgt 

says  there  is  no  male  or  female,  but  that  question.  According  to  my  Bi: 

that  we  are  all  one  in  Christ  (Gala-  (King  James  version  or  any  otl 

tians  3 : 28 ) .  equally  good  version ) ,  being  a  Chr • 

~  Frankly,  I’m  a  little  tired  of  folks  ian  means  acceptance  of  Christ 
taking  one  verse  literally  and  ignor-  Lord  and  Savior  of  one’s  life  a 

ing  others.  We  can’t  just  pick  and  obedience  to  His  will.  It  does  i 

choose  what  we  will  or  will  not  take  mean  that  one  must  interpret  scr 

literally.  If  we  are  going  to  do  that,  ture  in  exactly  the  same  manner 

according  to  the  Bible,  sin  came  into  the  next  Christian, 

the  world  through  a  man,  not  a  No  I’m  not  going  to  hell  and  Go< 
woman  (Romans  5:12  KJV).  We  judgment  is  not  being  rained  do 
should  all  pluck  out  our  eyes  and  cut  upon  me.  I’m  a  very  active,  hap 
off  our  arms,  if  we  take  every  word-  pastor’s  wife, 
literally.  I  don’t  see  many  people  in  Mrs.  Rita  W.  Langstc 

churches  today  obeying  that  verse.  Alton,  Missouri 


courage  to  enter  ’ 84 ? 


Anybody  need  a  dose  of  courage  to  have  used  her  flower  arrange- 
begin  a  new  year?  Ask  Verneda  ments-Cato,  Rock  Hill,  Walker  Hill 
Leach.  She  has  plenty  to  share.  In  ... 

fact,  when  life  handed  her  a  lemon,  No  self-pity  shows.  With  one  hand, 
she  made  lemonade — enough  to  and  lots  of  enthusiasm  and  determi- 
swim  in.  I’m  indebted  to  Dr.  Foy  Ro-  nation  and  cheerful  optimism,  she 
gers,  who  first  told  me  her  story.  Her  cooks,  sews,  gardens,  cans,  even 
right  arm  is  gone,  but  handicapped  makes  buttonholes  (you  ought  to  see 

she  is  not.  the  yellow  Easter  suit  she  made  for 

On  an  incredibly  bright  October  herself  last  spring),  irons — anything 
day  I  drove  to  her  house  south  of  she  tries. 

Brandon  in  Rankin  County.  She  was  For.  a  while  after  the  accident  her 
helping  her  husband,  Bill,  water  their  voice  was  trembly  and  she  lost  her 
flourishing  turnip  patch.  Then,  ability  to  sing.  One  day  she  was  sing¬ 
standing  by  a  yellow  sycamore,  she  ing  to  herself,  real  low,  when  she 
said:  heard  a  voice  say  ‘‘Sing  out  loud!” 

‘‘I  was  alone  in  one  of  our  chicken  She  did — and  found  her  voice  re¬ 
houses— it  was  January,  12  years  stored. 

ago,  and  I  had  on  boots.  My  feet  got  Born  in  Rankin  County,  she  met 
tangled,  and  when  I  reached  out  to  Bill  Leach,  an  Alabamian,  when  she 
steady  myself,  the  feeder  chain  was  studying  at  Draughon’s  Business 
caught  my  right  hand.  Jerked  to  my  College  in  Memphis.  “We’ve  been 
knees,  I  heard  a  voice  say, ‘Stand  up.’  married  51  years,”  she  said,  “and 

When  I  did,  my  arm  broke  com-  loved  every  minute  of  it!” 
pletely  off  (but  if  I  hadn’t  stood,  I’d  The  Leaches’  daughter,  Vivian 
have  been  pulled  into  the  machine).  I  Stevens,  and  her  husband,  Lennis, 

looked  and  saw  only  a  short  piece  of  and  her  children,  Brian,  Damon,  and 

bone  sticking  out  of  my  shoulder.  Paige,  attend  Rock  Hill  Church  (ac- 

Rushing  for  the  door,  I  heard  ross  the  road  from  Dr.  Rogers’ 

footsteps  behind  me,  and  a  voice,  house). Theirson, Billy, andhiswife, 

Don’t  run.  Be  calm.  You’ll  be  all  Nannette,  and  children.  Tammy, 

right.’  God  was  there.  I  heard  him  Vickie,  and  Jeff,  go  to  Parkhill 

speak-  Church,  Jackson.  Tammy,  17,  has  not 

“Outside,  I  locked  the  door,  and  missed  Sunday  School  since  she  was 
then  walked  four  chicken  houses  six  weeks  old. 
away,  to  my  husband.  He  nearly  pas-  Bill  Leach  has  quite  a  story  him- 
sed  out  when  he  saw  mg.  On  the  way  self.  His  wife  has  no  corner  on  the 

to  the  doctor,  he  would  speed  up  and  courage  in  that  family.  A  couple  of 

I  d  say,  Slow  down.  I’ll  be  all  right  .  ’  I  years  before  her  accident,  he  was  run 

could  see  Jesus  beside  me.  Doctors  over  by  a  tractor  and  so  badly  mang- 

were  shocked  at  how  little  I  was  led  that  the  doctor  didn’t  even  sew 

bleeding.”  him  up,  but  said.  “I’ve  done  all  I  can 

Years  later,  at  age  73,  no  longer  in  do.  Get  your  affairs  in  order.” 
the  chicken  business,  she  stood  talk-  “I’ll  take  it  up  higher,  to  the  Big 
ing  to  me.  “There’s  no  doubt  in  my  Doctor.”  In  a  few  days  he  told  the 

mind  that  the  Lord  kept  me  to  let  me  doctor  to  get  him  an  exercise  bar. 
be  a  better  witness  for  him  and  to  his  “What  for?” 
power,  to  show  what  you  can  do  when  “I'll  show  you.”  He  managed  to 

you  let  self  go  and  let  God  have- his  push  his  feet  against  the  foot  of  the 

way.”  She  has  given  her  testimony  bed  and  pull  up  by  his  arms,  a  little 

in  many  churches  across  the  state.  more  each  day.  By  th«?  16th  day  he  sat 
Last  year  she  taught  the  youth  up  on  the  side  of  the  bed.  The  patient 
Bible  study  (on  Hosea)  at  Cato  next  to  him  at  the  V. A.  Hospital  said, 

Church,  where  she  and  her  husband  “Man,  what  are  you  doing?” 


Bill  and  Verneda  Leach 

“I’m  going  to  walk  tomorrow." 

The  doctor  said,  “If  you  are  that 
crazy,  go  ahead.”  And  he  did.  Fellow 
patients  hollered  for  tl*  nurse  to 
come  stop  him.  But  he  walked. 

While  in  the  hospital  he  passed 
some  of  his  courage  on  to  others. 
From  the  room  next  door  he  heard  a 
man  (with  cancer)  cursing,  and  cry¬ 
ing  out  words  of  bitterness  toward 
God.  He  knew  this  man  to  be  a  profes¬ 
sing  Christian  and  a  church  leader. 

As  soon  as  he  got  a  chance.  Bill 
talked  to  the  man  and  said,  “Job  had 
more  to  fuss  about  than  you,  but 
he  didn’t  turn  against  God.  Satan 
is  working  on  you.  You  better 
straighten  yourself  out  and  call  that 
doctor  to  come  operate  on  you !”  That 
night  all  was  quiet  next  door,  for  the 
man  was  praying.  Next  morning  he 
went  into  surgery,  and  today  he  is 
still  living. 

Another  man  who’d  also  been  in  an 
accident  with>a  tractor,  had  given  up 
and  was  still  lying  in  the  hospital  bed 
after  many  months.  Bill  kept  need¬ 
ling  him  until  he  got  so  mad  he 
walked. on  crutches  to  show  Bill  he 
could  do  it— and  before  long,  he  left 
the  hospital.  Bill  got  well,  got  sewed 
up,  and  got  on  his  tractor  and  drove  it 
again. 

And  the  doctor  declared,  “You 
were  going  to  get  the  Big  Doctor. 
Well,  he  came  to  see  you  in  a  big 
way ! ”  .  * 

Through  their  51  years  together, 
Bill  and  Verneda  have  been  through 
some  good  times  and  some  bad.  For 
this  new  year  and  for  every  year, 
they  have  adopted  as  their  motto:  “If 
God  be  for  you,  nobody  can  be  against 
you!” 


Gifts  large  and  small  se 
for  new  WMU  building 
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MgU a  Begins  June,  1984 
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BE  READY 

MAKE  BTN  HAPPEN  IN  YOUR 
CHURCH 


THE  CHILD’S  STORY  BIBLE,  by 
Catherine F.  Vos;  Wm.  B.  Eerdmans 
Publishing  Co.,  255  Jefferson  Ave. 
S.E.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  41503;  432 
pages;  cloth,  >14.05. 

This  book  was  originally  published 
in  1934,  and  this  is  a  special  50th  an¬ 
niversary  edition.  The  text  has  been 
revised  recently  in  an  effort  to  make 
it  as  understandable  as  possible  by 
children  of  the  present.  The  illustra¬ 
tions  are  the  same  as  those  that  first 
appeared  50  years  ago.  The  pictures 
are  full-page  size  in  full  color.  The 
stories  are  designed  to  carry  the 
young  reader  through  the  Bible  and 
are  broken  into  Old  Testament  and 
New  Testament  sections  — DTM 


Please  send  me  more  information  on  BTN 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant. 
For  free  estimate  contact  — 
Emmons  Brothers,  P.  O.  Box 
186,  Meridian,  Miss.  38381. 
Since  1888.  Phone  (Ml)  883 
4451. 


Name 

Position 

Address 


FOR  SALE:  OFFSET  DUP¬ 
LICATOR,  A.  B.  Dick  318-X1,  3 
years  old;  excellent  condition. 
844-1741  or  824-78*3.  Make  offer  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary. 


•Phone  _ _ _ 

Nmimi 

Mail  to:  Broadman  Consumer  Sales 
Nashville,  lenn  37234 
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Southern  Baptists  expected 
to  top  14  million  in  1983 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The 
number  of  Southern  Baptists  will  top 
14  million  in  1963  and  all  five  church 
programs  will  show  enrollment  in¬ 
creases,  according  to  1983  statistical 
projections  released  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

The  only  area  predicted  to  de¬ 
crease  from  last  year  is  baptisms.  A 
projected  decrease  of  3.7  percent,  or 
15,227  would  make  the  total  3%, 327. 
This  would  be  the  first  time  baptisms 
have  dropped  below  400,000  since 
1979. 

Gains  ranging  from  1.7  percent  to 
7.5  percent  are  projected  for  Sunday 
School,  Church  Training,  Church 
Music,  Brotherhood,  and  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union.  - 

The  amount  of  money  reported  for 
mission  expenditures  in  1983  ex¬ 
ceeded  $500  million  for  the  first  time, 
with  an  increase  of  almost  $43  mill¬ 
ion,  or  8.6  percent,  bringing  the  pro¬ 
jected  1983  total  to  nearly  $529  mill¬ 
ion. 

Total  receipts  for  the  denomination 
had  a  matching  8.6  percent  increase 
projected  for  1983,  making  the  new 
total  more  than  $3.38  billion.  The  per¬ 
centage  increases  for  mission  ex¬ 
penditures  and  total  receipts  are 
lower  than  in  previous  years,  but  in¬ 
flation  also  has  been  considerably 
lower  than  in  the  last  few  years. 

Sunday  School,  the  denomination’s 
largest  church  program,  is  projected 
to  have  a  2.1  percent  or  161,251  in¬ 
crease  for  1983,  which  makes  the 
total  ongoing  enrollment  7,839,855. 
This  increase  is  the  fourth  consecu¬ 
tive  increase  for  the  Bible  study 
program  and  the  largest  gain  since 
1976. 

The  projected  Church  Training  in¬ 
crease  of  2.4  percent,  or  46,784, 

Four  churches 
rank  high  in 
study  awards 

t 

NASHVILLE— Four  Mississippi 
churches  were  in  the  top  25  churches, 
in  the  denomination  in  church  study 
course  award  during  the  1982-83  year, 
according  to  recently  released  statis¬ 
tics. 

First  Church,  Ellisville,  was  fifth 
in  church  study  course  awards  with'a 
total  of  1,065;  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  Tupelo,  eighth,  972;  Broad¬ 
moor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  10th, 
927;  and  Union  Baptist  Church, 
Picayune,  25th,  748. 

Hinds-Madison  Association  ranked 
13th  in  the  denomination  for  associa¬ 
tions  earning  church  study  course 
awards. 

Mississippi  Baptists  were  sixth 
overall  in  the  SBC  with  a  total  of 
41,250  awards  earned  last  year, 
which  was  a  7.7  percent  increase  over 
the  previous  year.  Florida  was  tops 
with  73,710. 

A  total  of  17,494  churches  are  active 
in  the  church  study  course  program, 
which  is  managed  by  the  Christian 

Sunia^S^ooH^bard. 


makes  the  total  enrollment  for  the 
program  1.99  million.  This  also  is  the 
fourth  consecutive  increase  for 
Church  Training. 

Church  Music  enrollment  is  pro¬ 
jected  to  increase  for  the  18th  con¬ 
secutive  year.  The  music  enrollment 
is  predicted  to  go  up  by  1 .7  percent,  or 
27,791,  to  a  total  of  1.66  million. 

Ongoing  enrollment  for  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  is  projected  to  in¬ 
crease  in  1983  by  2.3  percent,  or 
26,433,  to  a  new  total  of  1,175,699.  This 
is  the  fourth  consecutive  year  for  an 
increase  in  WMU  enrollment. 

Brotherhood  enrollment  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  increase  by  7.5  percent  in 
1963,  to  a  new  total  of  569,365,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  almost  40,000.  This  is  the 
fifth  gain  in  a  row  for  Brotherhood 
and  the  largest  increase  since  1965. 
The  form  for  reporting  Brotherhood 
enrollment  was  changed  this  year  to 


allow  concurrent  enrollment  of  per¬ 
sons  in  two  or  more  of  the  four  Baptist 
men’s  categories. 

The  church  membership  total  for 
1963  is  predicted  to  reach  -14,208,226, 
^ari  increase  of  1.5  percent,  or  more 
than  209,000.  The  only  decrease  in 
church  membership  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  the  last  cen¬ 
tury  was  in  1926. 

Statistical  projections  for  the  de¬ 
nomination  are  based  on  information 
from  26,039  Uniform  Church  Letters 
which  were  among  the  earliest  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  research  services  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Sunday  School 
ward.  Normal  statistical  error 
could  cause  the  projections  to  differ 
slightly  in  either  direction.  The  final 
1983  denominational  statistics  will  be 
released  in  February  1964. 

(Jim  Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board.) 


Statistical  projections 


Estimated 

Estimated 

1962-1963 

1K2 

1962-1963 

Numerical 

Estimated 

Total 

Kr  Change 

Change 

1963  Total 

Baptisms  . 

411.554 

-3.7 

-15,227 

396  327 

Church  Membership  . 

Ongoing  Sunday  School 

13.998.252 

1.5 

209,974 

14306.226 

enrollment . 

7,678.604 

2.1 

161,251 

7.839355 

Church  Training 

enrollment . 

1.949.348 

2.4 

46.784 

1.996.132 

Ongoing  Church  Music 

enrollment . 

1.834,774 

1.7 

27,791 

1.662.565 

Ongoing  WMU  enrollment 
Ongoing  Brotherhood 

1,149.266 

23 

26,433 

1.175399 

enrollment.... . 

529.642 

7.5 

39,723 

569.365 

’Mission  Expenditures . 

t  486.935.066 

8.6 

t  41.876,417  $ 

528311.503 

Total  Receipts . 

$3,117,367,150 

9.6 

$268,095,295  $3385.462.445 

Mississippi  rates  fourth 
in  doctrine  study  awards 


The  leading  churches  inatudy 
course  awards  in  the  category  of 
Church  Training  Leadership  and 
Baptist  Doctrine  were  recerttlv  re¬ 
ported  by  the  Church  Training  De¬ 
partment. 

During  this  past  year  Mississippi 
ranked  fourth  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Baptist  Doctrine 
awards  and  fifth  in  Church  Training 
Leadership  awards.  That  was  a  move 
up  closer  to  the  top  for  both 
categories  for  the  state.  Listed  are 
church,  association,  and  number  of 
awards. 

Church  Training  Leadership: 

First,  Pearl,  Rankin,  33;  First,  El¬ 
lisville,  Jones,  31;  Mantee,  Webster, 
26;  New  Hebron,  Lawrence,  25. 

Sunshine,  Pearl,  Rankin,  24;  Her¬ 
nando,  Northwest,  23;  Harmontown, 
Lafayette,  23;  Calvary,  Tupelo,  Lee, 
21. 

Westview,  Hinds/Madison,  18;  Ar¬ 
lington  Heights,  Pascagoula, 
Jackson.  17;  Plantersville,  Lee,  17; 
Broadmoor,  Hinds/Madison,  15; 
Gaston,  Prentiss,  15. 

Baptist  Doctrine: 

Strong,  River,  Simpson,  124;  First, 
Pascagoula,  Jackson  82;  Kreole  Av¬ 
enue,  Jackson,  81;  First,  Clinton, 
Hinds/ Madison,  74. 

Friendship,  Jones  73;  Hebron. 
Montgomery  69;  First,  Gautier, 


Jackson,  68;  First,  Ellisville,  Jones, 
68. 

South  Louisville,  Winston,  68; 
Holly,  Alcorn,  66;  First,  Amory, 
Monroe,  62;  First,  Sardis,  Panola,  57. 

Mexicans  push  jingle 

MEXICO  CITY-Baptists  in 
Mexico  are  encouraging  radio  sta¬ 
tions  to  broadcast  a  public  service 
commercial  connecting  Bible  read¬ 
ing  with  the  “moral  renovation” 
campaign  of  Mexican  President 
Miguel  de  la  Madrid.  The  commer¬ 
cial,  which  includes  a  jingle  on  the 
benefits  of  Bible  reading,  stresses 
practical  moral  practices  illustrated 
in  the  Bible,  such  as  setting  a  good 
example  and  telling  the  truth. 

Media  seminar  set 

NASHVILLE— Media  Librarians 
from  across  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  will  meet  at  the  Sunday 
School  Board’s  church  program 
training  center,  March  1-3,  for  a  na¬ 
tional  seminar. 

Registration  may  be  made  by  send¬ 
ing  a  $45  fee  for  conference  materials 
and  a  banquet  to  Church  Program 
Training  Center,  P.  O.  Box  24001, , 
Nashville,  Tain.  37203. 


Large  and  small 
can  be  a  part  of  it 

By  Earl  H.  Craig,  pastor  j 

First  Church,  Jackson 


The  Cooperative  Program  has 
served  the  Lord  well  and  has  cer¬ 
tainly  made  Baptists  an  envied 
Christian  denomination  in  terms  of 
its  world- wide  mission  support. 

The  Cooperative  Program  has 
been  importarit  to  me  because  I  see 
us  unifying  ourselves  in  a  mission 
that  is  so  much  bigger  than  any  one  of 
us  could  ever  engage. 

I  also  appreciate  the  answerability 
of  those  who  receive  Cooperative 
Program  monies.  The  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention’s  reports  each  year 
allows  us  to  see  the  budget  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  and  helps  us  to 
have  an  understanding  of  how  the 
money  is  being  used. 

While  I  may  not  agree  with  how 
every  dollar  of  Cooperatrive  Prog¬ 
ram  money  is  spent,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  don’t  always 
agree  with  how  every  dollar  of  my 


church’s  money  is  spent,  and  I’m  not 
always  in  complete  agreement  with 
how  my  family  spends  every  dollar  of 
our  income. 

The  key  for  me  in  the  Cooperative 
Program  has  been  that,  in  an  overall 
sense,  it  serves  to  coordinate  and  ex¬ 
tend  the  Kingdom  of  God  so  that  all 
our  churches — large  and  small— can 
be  a  part  of  it. 

Truly  it  is  the  best  way  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  financial  plan  for  world 
missions. 

(This  is  one  in  a  series  of  tes¬ 
timonies  from  Mississippians  con¬ 
cerning  their  interest  and  support  of 
the  Cooperative  Program.  1984  is 
being  promoted  as  the  Year  of  the 
Cooperative  Program.  The  tes¬ 
timonies  were  solicited  by  the  Ste¬ 
wardship  and  Cooperative  Program 
Promotion  Department  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.) 


Tom  Starkey’s  dental  clinic 
opens  at  last  in  Bohicon 


BOHICON,  Benin  (BP)— After  five 
years  of  waiting,  Tom  Starkey  is  fi¬ 
nally  doing  the  work  he  went  to  Benin 
to  do.  He’s  practicing  dentistry. 

Starkey’s  dental  clinic  is  Bohicon, 
Benin,  opened  Sept.  11  with  local  and 
regional  government  officials  and 
Baptists  from  across  the  country 
gathered  under  tents  outside. 

After  music  from  three  churches 
and  addresses  by  Starkey  and  fellow 
missionary  Dutton  Bonnell,  a  local 
representative  of  the  district  gov¬ 
ernment  cut  the  ribbon  and  Starkey 
swept  open  the  clinic  door  with  the 
words,  “By  the  grace  of  Christ,  I  open 
this  door  for  the  people  of  Benin.” 

Starkey  had  waited  a  long  time  for 
that  day.  The  Memphis,  Tenn., 
dentist  and  his  wife,  Pam,  a  Missis- 
sippian,  were  appointed  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  October  1978. 
But  by  the  time  they  completed 
French  and  Fon  language  study  and 
moved  to  Bohicon,  where  Starkey 
planned  to  build  a  clinic,  their  first 
term  on  the  mission  field  was  almost 
over.  They  spent  their  time  in  Bohi¬ 
con  supervising  a  church  in  nearby 
Abomey  while  missionaries  Marilyn 
and  Dutton  Bonnell  were  on  furlough. 

But  Starkey  found  time  to  look  for  a 
clinic  site.  At  first  the  search  was 
frustrating,  but  then  he  decided  to 
put  the  Lord  in  complete  control  of 
the  search.  That  done,  he  put  the 
word  out  he  wanted  to  buy  land.  Be¬ 
fore  long  he  had  a  site  just  the  right 
size  on  one  of  Bohicon’s  major  roads. 
It  even  had  electrical  and  water 
hookups. 

After  a  furlough  in  the  States,  the 
Starkeys  returned  to  Benin  for  a  term 
that  “has  just  seen  one  answered 
prayer  after  another,”  says  fellow 


Your  living  is  determined  not  so 
much  by  what  life  brings  to  you  as  by 
the  attitude  you  bring  to  live;  not  so 
much  by  what  happens  to  you  as  by 
the  way  your  mind  looks  at  what  hap¬ 
pens.  Circumstances  and  situations 
do  color  life  but  you  have  been  given 
the  mind  to  choose  what  the  color 
shall  be.— John  Homer  Miller. 


misionary  Cai.nela  Bartels. 

Although  construction  projects 
usually  move  slowly  in  West  Africa, 
Starkey  found  a  builder  who  began 
work  quickly.  The  man  is  now  build¬ 
ing  the  Starkeys  a  concrete-block 
home  within  walking  distance  of  the 
clinic. 

During  their  first  term,  Pam  Star- 
key  repeatedly  asked  the  Lord  to 
show  her  where  to  start  women’s 
work.  But  nothing  came  of  her 
prayer.  When  she  returned,  she  con¬ 
tinued  praying.  Soon  several  young 
women  came  to  her,  asking  for  a 
Bible  study.  Some  have  become 
Christians. 

Also  during  their  first  term,  Star- 
key  made  a  lot  of  evangelistic  con¬ 
tacts,  but  saw  few  results.  Within 
three  months  of  arriving  back  in  Be¬ 
nin,  he  baptized  six  new  Christians. 
And  he  preached  the  service  in  Fon, 
.  “quite  a  major  accomplishment  lan¬ 
guage  wise,”  says  Bartels,  who  adds 
Starkey’s  command  of  the  language 
will  be  invaluable  to  his  dental  work. 

Now  his  clinic  is  open,  Starkey 
plans  to  continue  evangelism 
through  a  film  and  cassette  ministry, 
and  he’s  equipped  the  waiting  room 
with  a  black  board  for  regular  Bible 
studies. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

v  A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanehip  guaranteed 
write  lor  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  apaciallsts" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Boa  305-C  -  Greenwood.  Mae.  UNO 
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U.N.  ministry  has  home 


Foreign  Board  opposes 
ambassador  to  Vatican 


i  By  Patti  Stephenson 

NEW  YORK  (BP)— Nine  years  after  it  began,  a  is  the  objective  of  humanity?’  ”  Muller  said.  “Inseek- 
Southern  Baptist  outreach  ministry  to  the  international  ing  answers ,  we  must  not  only  develop  our  knowledge  of 
diplomatic  community  has  a  home  three  blocks  from  science  but  also  nurture  the  heart  and  learn  how  to  get 
the  United  Nations.  along  with  each  other.” 

Offices  for  Christian  Ministries  to  the  United  Nations  The  dedication  was  highlighted  by  scripture  readings 
Community,  directed  by  Home  Mission  Board  missio-  in  six  languages— English,  Spanish,  Italian,  Hindi, 

nary  Elias  Golonka,  were  dedicated  Nov.  29.  The  head-  Polish  and  Russian.  Golonka  described  the  biblical  ad- 

quarters,  rented  by  the  HMB,  provide  space  for  Bible  monition  to  serve  as  "ambassadors  for  Christ”  as  the 

studies  and  fellowship  with  U.N.  personnel,  English  ministry’s  mandate. 

classes  and  counseling,  Golonka  explained.  The  ministry’s  staff  reaches  out  to  the  U.N.’s  35,000 

Previously,  the  ministry  was  housed  in  the  Metropoli-  personnel  from  158  member  states  primarily  through 

tan  New  York  Baptist  Association  office,  three  miles  ‘‘friendship  evangelism,”  Golonka  explained.  He  and 

from  the  U.N.  The  new  location  will  lessen  the  staff’s  his  wife,  Nancy,  often  open  their  home  to  U.N.  personnel 

difficulty  with  commuting  and  parking  and  is  more  ac-  and  their  families. 

cessible  to  U.N.  personel,  according  to  Wallace  Buck-  Joanne  Jones,  serving  as  a  HMB  US-2er,  directs  the 
ner,  HMB  director  of  the  multiethnic  ministries  de-  ministry’s  English  classes  for  members  of  diplomats’ 
partment.  families  and  other  internationals .  Weekly  Bible  study  is 

Present  for  the  ceremony ,  along  with  SBC  leaders  and  also  held  at  the  ministry  center . 

U.N.  visitors,  were  11  members  of  River  Oaks  Baptist  Scriptures  distribution  is  another  strong  aspect  of  the 
Church  in  Houston,  which  donated  furnishings  worth  ministry,  Golonka  noted.  “We  very  often  get  requests 
$8,000  for  the  office.  from  U.N.  translators  for  Bibles  in  their  own  lan- 

luncheon  honoring  the  Texas  group  and  Golonka  guages,”  he  explained.  “No  one  has  ever  refused  our 

was  held  Nov.  28  in  the  U.N.  diplomats’  dining  room,  offer  of  a  free  Bible.” 

Plaques  of  appreciation  were  given  to  River  Oaks  Pas-  Because  U.N.  personnel  "have  the  same  problems  as 
tor  Doug  Tipps  by  Oscar  Romo,  HMB  language  mis-  other  people  do,”  Golonka  counsels  those  struggling 
sions  director,  and  to  Golonka  by  Gerald  Palmer,  HMB  with  personal  and  family  problems.  He  also  finds  help 

vice  president  of  missions,  Tipps  is  a  former  staffer  at  for  families  with  crisis  needs,  usually  from  area 

First  Church,  Jackson.  churches. 

Palmer  noted  the  Houston  church’s  participation  in  The  River  Oaks  congregation’s  involvement  in  the 
the  ministry  demonstrates  the  relationship  between  the  U.N .  ministry  “has  made  us  aware  of  the  need  to  reach 
Home  Mission  Board  and  local  churches.  “What  we  do  out  to  the  international  community  wherever  we  are,” 
depends  on  what  they  do,  not  only  financially  but  Tipps  said.  “Our  laypersons  have  seen  how  business 

through  personal  involvement,”  he  said.  travel  provides  an  opportunity  to  represent  Jesus  Christ 

Palmer  also  lauded  Golonka’s  “commitment  to  a  as  they  go.” 
dream”  and  noted  he  has  “led  Southern  Baptists  into  The  church  has  plans  to  forge  ties  with  the  47  consu- 
new  frontiers  of  ministry  which  will  touch  people  lates  in  Houston  and  has  begun  recruiting  members  to 
around  the  world.”  serve  as  hosts  for  international  students.  Members  al- 

Robert  Muller,  assistant  secretary  general  in  the  ready  support  English  as  a  second  language  classes  for 
U.N.  Office  of  Secretariat  Services  for  Economic  anjj  60  internationals. 

Social  Matters,  expressed  appreciation  for  Southern  “We  don’t  want  this  to  be  a  one-shot  effort  but  some- 
Baptists’ interest  in  ministering  to  the  U.N.  community,  thing  that  will  spill  over  to  other  Southern  Baptist 

“Our  goal  of  making  of  all  nations  a  holy  family  raises  churches  as  well,”  Tipps  said, 
the  basic  questions  of  ‘why  are  we  on  this  planet?  What  (Patti  Stephenson  writes  for  the  Home  Mission  Board. ) 


By  Bob  Stanley  v 

RICHMOND,  Va.(  BP  (—Southern  will  be  counted  next  year  as  the 

Baptists’  Foreign  Mission  Board  board's  103rd  area  of  work. 

Dec.  13  urged  President  Reagan  not  The  board  also  named  20  new  mis- 
to  appoint  an  ambassador  to  the  Vat-  sionaries  at  a  service  in  Culpepper, 

ican.  Va.,  and  approved  reappointment  of 

Establishing  full  diplomatic  rela-  two  couples.  These  bring  the  year’s 
tions  with  the  Vatican  could  blur  or  career  and  associate  additions  to  207, 
compromise  Baptist  missionary  wit-  plus  25  reappointees.  Total  additions 
ness  in  Roman  Catholic  countries,  to  the  missionary  force  this  year  are 
the  resolution  said,  and  potentially  359,  compared  to  a  record  406  in  1982. 
cause  animosity  or  feelings  of  be-  Including  the  last  appointments  and 
trayal  in  area^  ’that  may  be  non-  resignations,  Southern  Baptists  have 
Catholic  in  orientation.”  3.364  foreign  missionaries. 

Board  members  took  the  action  Qualifications  for  missionary  can- 
after  news  reports  said  President  didates  also  received  approval.  Most 
Reagan  plans  to  name  William  A.  of  the  policies  have  been  in  effect  for 
Wilson  as  U  S.  ambassador  to  the  a  number  of  years,  but  this  was  the 
V atican  -  ^  first  time  all  had  been  pulled  together 

Other  actions  at  the  December  in  a  comprehensive  statement, 
board  meeting  included  beginning  -  The  action  reaffirmed  a  long- 
work  in  Nepal  as  the  102nd  country  or  standing  policy  that  missionary  can- 
territory  where  Southern  Baptists  didates  whose  jobs  require  a  semi- 
have  missionaries,  transferring  a  nary  degree  must  be  graduates  of  a 
veteran  Nigerian  missionary  couple  Southern  Baptist  seminary  or  have 
to  start  work  early  next  year  in  earned  a  degree  from  an  accredited 
Sierra  Leone  on  Africa’s  western  seminary  followed  by  a  year  of  study 
coast,  and  establishing  fraternal  re-  at  one  of  the  six  Southern  Baptist 
lations  with  the  New  Zealand  Baptist  Convention  seminaries. 

Union.  Some  Southern  Baptists  have  ques- 

Sidney  and  Alwilda  Reber,  former  tioned  this  policy,  saying  it  puts 
missionaries  to  Singapore-Malaysia,  undue  hardship  on  those  who 
will  spend  two  years  in  an  auxiliary  graduate  from  other  accredited 
service  assignment  as  the  board’s  seminaries, 
first  representatives  working  with  a  The  ages  for  career  appointment 
.New  Zealand  Baptist  church  to  help  now  are  24  to  45,  with  candidates  for 
start  a  new  congregation.  Jteber  re-  missionary  associates  (who  serve 
tires  Jan.  31  as  the  board's  vice-  four-year,  renewable  terms)  eligible 
president  for  management  services,  from  ages  35  to  60. 

Bill  Wakefield,  director  for  work  in  Board  members  also  appropriated 
South  and  Southeast  Asia ,  noted  that  $2  million  from  current  funds  to  meet 
a  strong  Baptist  Union  exists  in  New  urgent  capital  needs  overseas  that 
Zealand  and  said  the  board  is  grate-  went  unmet  when  the  1982  Lottie 
ful  for  the  “opportunity  to  link  Moon  offering  fell  almost  $4  million 
hands”  with  fellow  Baptists.  short  of  its  $58  million  goal. 

Bert  and  Ruth  Dyson,  Nigerian  Hunger  and  relief  funds  released  in 
missionaries  who  spearheaded  October  and  November  totaled 
evangelistic  literacy  efforts  in  that  $859,814. 

country,  will  be  transferred  to  Sierra  (Stanley  is  news  director  for  The 
Leone  effective  Feb.  1.  This  country  Foreign  Mission  Board. ) 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Witness  Commitment  Day  (EVAN  Emphasis) 

Celebrate  Family  Rally;  10  a.m.-4  p.m. ;  FBC,  Hattiesburg  (CT) 
Celebrate  Family  Rally;  10  a.m.-4  p.m.;  FBC,  Batesville  (CT) 


Over  65?  Here’s  important  news  about  Medicare 


HMB,  WMU,  Brotherhood 
merge  mission  efforts 


Medicare  only  pays  an  average  of 
45%  of  your  total  health  bill. 

That  may  seem  hard  to  believe,  but  according  to  the  U.S.  Senate’s  Special 
Committee  On  Aging,  Medicare  only  paid  those  of  you  over  age  65,  an 
average  of  45%  of  your  total  health  care  bill  in  1980.  That  left  you  to  pay  the 
remaining  55%. ‘World  Insurance  Company’s  Medicare  Supplement  Pol¬ 
icy  ( A2480 )  can  help  yoy  pay  many  of  the  costs  not  covered  by  Medicare. 
Let  me  take  a  few  minutes  of  your  time  to  explain  the  many  features  of 
World’s  Medicare  Supplement  Policy, 
j - i 

i  I  understand  there  is  no  cost  or  obligation.  {  —  ; _ , 

§  ,  | 

;  Name  - T - - 1  Mail  to 

!  tE9"  - state - 7 te - J  Roland  Cure,  RHU 

J  Phage  !  P.  0.  Box  1022 

► . J  Jackson,  MS  39205 

"Sourer  Specie  Committee  On  Aging.  U.S.  Senate,  April  1962. 


Florida  elects  editor 
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FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  ft  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom.  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 
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Three  Parkways  lend 
pastors  for  commentaries 


National  Enquirer  readers 
request  Bible  study  helps  ^ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) — Advertising  a  Bible  study  magazine  in  the 
National  Enquirer  may  sound  strange,  but  it  begins  to  make  sense  if  a  key 
target  audience  of  the  magazine  is  unchurched  people. 

The  Home  Bible  Study  Guide,  a  free  monthly  publication  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  was  advertised  in  the  September  issues  of  the 
weekly  newspaper  which  tends  to  cover  the  seamier  sides  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  industry  and  claims  to  have  the  “largest  circulation  of  any  paper 
in  America.”  _ — 

The  ad,  which  appeared  in  the  “Personals”  classified  advertisement 
column,  generated  letters  from  400  persons  in  the  United  States,  Canada 
and  the  West  Indies,  requesting  the  guide. 

The  guide  includes  four  Bible  study  lessons  in  each  issue  and  readers 
may^ answer  questions  about  the  lessons,  mail  in  response  cards  to  be 
graded,  and  receive  the  correct  answers. 

P'.  White,  supervisor  of  the  church  programs  and  services  special 

ministries  unit,  said  the  ad,  a  test  project,  was  placed  in  the  “Personals” 
column  because  “we  figured  more  persons  would  read  it  there.” 

The  primary  audiences  of  Home  Bible  Study  are  church  members  not 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School  and  unchurched  people,”  said  White.  “I  don’t 
believe  many  unchurched  people  are  likely  to  be  reached  through  ads  in 
religious  publications.” 

Approximately  97,000  persons  are  active  members  of  Home  Bible  Study 
according  to  White. 


David  and  Gloria  Glaze,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Argentina,  have  com¬ 
pleted  language  study  and  arrived  on 
the  field  to  begin  their  first  term  of 
service  (address:  Bolanos  141,  1407 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina).  Son  of 
Jack  and  Jean  Glaze  of  Clinton, 
former  missionaries  to  Argentina,  he 
was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.  The 
former  Gloria  Marler,  daughter  of 
missionaries  to  Guam,  she  was  born 
in  Tylertown,  Miss. 


A  new  group  of  writers  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  lesson  commentaries  for 

Bd  began  their  con- 

way  church  in  the 

Bible  Book  series.  Causey  Shirley 

Buckley  Gerald  Buckley,  .  ._ 

pastor,  Parkway  Church,  Natchez,  is  Prorates  m  Georgia  and  Walthall 

doing  the  Life  and  Work  commen-  9?unt?’  Mlss  »e  has  se,[ved  on 
taries.  Bob  Shirley,  pastor  Parkway  M'ssJssippi  Baptist  Convention 

Church,  Tupelo,  is  commenting  on  ®oaTdafKl  as  trust^  of 
the  Uniform  lessons  Baptist  Seminary.  Cartoons  by  Shir- 

Causey,  a  former  president  of  the  Le_y*aveJf!T  fished I  in  the  Bap- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conventions  was  *lst  Record.  He  and  his  wife,  Lane  Ida,  James  and  Charlotte  Watts,  mis- 

bom  in  Greenville,  Miss,  and  was  iave  a  dau8hter  afid  a  son.  sionaries  to  Italy,  have  returned  to 

graduated  from  Mississippi  College  tt?  k  l?  .  i  .  *  the  field  (address:  Via  Susini  6,  Flor- 

and  Southern  Seminary.  Mississippi  W  SKC  r  Orest  OTlVe  ence,  Italy).  They  are  natives  of  Mis¬ 
allege  conferred  on  him  an  honor-  WINSTON-SALEM,  N.  C.  (BP)  —  sissippi  and  both  grew  up  in  Pas- 
ary  doctor,  of  divinity  degree.  He  Wake  Forest  University  has  raised  cagoula. 
mov ed  to  J ackson  from  the  pastorate  over  820  million  in  a  nationwide  cam- 

of  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Church,  paign,  exceeding  the  drive’s  goal  by  Rachel  DuBard,  missionary  as-' 
Meridian.  more  than  $2.5  million.  i  sociate  to  Liberia,  has  arrived  in  the 

Causey  has  contributed  articles  to  The  drive,  the  Sesquicentennial  States  for  furlough  (address:  Rt.  1, 
denominational  publications,  taught  Campaign,  is  scheduled  to  end  in  8°*  87,  Carrollton,  Miss.  38917).  A 
Old  Testament  in  Seminary  Exten-  1984,  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  native  of  Mississippi,  she  was  born  in 
sion,  and  served  as  trustee  for  Mis-  school’s  founding.  Carroll  County, 

sissippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  and 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary.  He 
and  his  wife,  Charlotte  Rose,  have 
three  children. 

Buckley,  Hattiesburg  native,  was 
graduated  from  Mississippi  College 
and  Southeastern  Seminary.  His 
former  pastorates  include  Madden 
Church,  Piney  Grove  Church, 

Gretna,  Va.;  and  West  Heights 
Church,  Pontotoc.  He  has  served  on 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  He  and  his  wife,  Billie  Jean, 
have  two  sons. 

During  college  years,  Buckley  was 
a  sports  writer  for  the  Jackson  Daily 
News. 

Shirley,  pastor  at  Parkway, 

Tupelo,  since  1956,  was  bom  at  De- 
Soto,  Miss,-  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Mercer  University,  and  New  Orleans 


Seminary.  Before  1956,  he  served 


Philip  and  Laura  Dunaway,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Brazil,  have  completed 
language  study  and  may  be  addres¬ 
sed  at  Caixa  Postal  118,  90000  Porto 
Alegre,  RS,  Brazil,  They  are  natives 
of  Mississippi.  He  was.  born  in 
Jackson  and  considers  Hattiesburg 
his  hometown.  She  is  the  former 
Laura  Lindley  of  Meridian. 


Ira  Alley,  retired  home  missionary 
who  lives  in  Calhoun  County  and  is  a 
member  of  Oldtown  Church,  is  leav¬ 
ing  this  week  for  Alaska,  where  he 
plans  to  serve  as  interim  pastor  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Nome,  for  five 
months 


N.O.  seminary  gives  degrees 


Four  Mississippi  doctoral  students  received  degrees  during  December  gradua¬ 
tion  ceremonies  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Pictured  with  Landrum  P.  Leavell, 
president  of  the  seminary,  prior  to  graduation  exercises  are  (left  to  right)  William 
Spears,  Greenville,  doptor  of  ministry;  Edwin  John  Deuschle,  pastor  of  Trinity, 
Fulton,  doctor  of  ministry;  Leavell;  Steven  Franklin  Echols,  doctor  of  theology; 
and  James  E.  M.  Simeon,  doctor  of  theology.  These  students  were  joined  by  more 
than  1 10  others  who  received  degrees  during  mid-year  exercises  at  the  seminary. 
Another  Mississippian,  William  Larry  Hotter,  Poplarville  native,  received  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  church  music  degree. 


David  E.  Satterwhite,  pastor, 
Mount  Olive  Church,  Coila,  (Carroll) 
completed  all  requirements  for  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  Dec.  6, 
from  International  Bible  Institute 
and  Seminary,  Orlando,  Fla.  He  did 
his  thesis  on  “Theological  Reflec¬ 
tions  of  the  Pastoral  Ministry.” 


TISH  FERGUSON,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maurice  Ferguson  of  Winona, 
recently  received  her  18-year  perfect 
attendance  pin  for  Sunday  School. 
Now  a  freshman  at  Mississippi  State 
University,  she  has  not  missed  Sunday 
School  since  she  was  three  weeks  old. 
Jerry  W.  Mixon,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Winona,  presented  the  pin. 

Squire  Parsons  will  be  in  concert  at 
Forest  Hill  Church,  Jackson,  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  5,  at  7 : 30  p.m.  A  com¬ 
poser  and  soloist,  Squire  has  sung 
with  nationally  known  groups.  There 
will  be  no  admission  charge.  How¬ 
ever,  a  love  offering  will  be  taken. 

Immanuel  Church,  Cleveland, 
hosted  a  reception  in  honor  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lucius  Marion  on  Sunday  night, 
Dec.  18,  after  the  Christmas  music 
program.  Marion,  retired  pastor  of 
Clarksdale  Church,  has  served  as  in¬ 
terim  pastor  of  Immanuel  Church 
since  June.  His  tenure  was  com- 


Pmwt,  pulpMt,  buptlutrlut, 
•tulnud  glum,  curpul, 
,  utuuplm,  chuln, 

tublua,  lighting, 
L  folding  door* 


Woouland  Hills  Church,  Jackson, 

has  called  Biil  Fuller  as  pastor,  effec- 
tive  Jan.  8.  He  comes  from  First 

Center, 


urrns 


David  Norris 
has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Beth¬ 
el  Church,  Wood¬ 
land,  and  has  be¬ 
come  pastor  of 
Wdyside  Church,' 
Scobey,  in  Yalo¬ 
busha  County. 


Thomas  R.  Arinder  is  the  new  pas¬ 
tor  of  Immanuel  Church,  Cleveland. 
He  moved  from  Bassfield  Church.  He 
is  a  native  of  Vaiden,  and  has  degrees 
from  Mississippi  State  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary.  Before  going  into 
the  ministry,  he  was  assistant  vice 
president  of  Guaranty  Bank  and 
Trust  in  Belzoni. 


Church 
Tex  He  is  a  native 
JT  of  Louisiana;  he 

received  the 
bachelor  of  arts 
T  ^  degree  from 

y Louisiana  Baptist 
^^^^^ACollege  and  mas- 
^ ^Hter  of  divinity  de- 
*  ^Bigree  from  New  Or- 
Fuller  leans  Seminary. 
Currently  he  is  serving  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Center  Area  Ministerial 
Alliance  in  Texas. 

Mike  Harland  has  resigned  as 
minister  of  music  at  Calvary  Church, 
Cleveland,  and  has  taken  a  similar 
position  with  Parkview  Church, 
Greenville. 


Wo  upholster  existing  pews. 
Check  our  prtcoa  baton  you  buy. 


Norris 


Raiford  Bullock  has  been  named 
minister  of  music  of  Shiloh  Church 
(Alcorn).  A  graduate  of  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College,  he  has  served  churches 
in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  He,  his 
wife,  and  three  children  came  to 
Shiloh  Nov.  27  from  First  Church, 
Middleton,  Tenn. 


Lavou  “Buddy”  Smith  is  the  new 
pastor  of  the  East  Salem  Church  in 
Greene  County.  He  has  served  in 
West  Salem  Church  as  deacon. 


Southern  Baptist  chaplains 
recount  invasion  experience 
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Devotional 

Redeem  the  time 


FORT  BRAGG,  N.  C.  (BP)- When 
an  emergency  alert  sounded  at  7  p.m. 
Oct.  24,  most  of  the  United  States 
Army  soldiers  who  scattered  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  immediate  troop  deploy¬ 
ment  assumed  it  was  just  another 
practice  alert. 

“When  we  saw  the  live  ammunition 
being  loaded  onto  the  aircraft,  we 
knew  this  wasn’t  a  game,”  said  Army 
Chaplain  Capt.  William  Merrifield. 
“By  1  a.m.,  we  knew  it  was  real.” 

Merrifield,  chaplain  for  the  Ar¬ 
my’s  2nd  battalion  of  the  325th  Infan¬ 
try,  82nd  Airborne  Division,  was  one 
of  three  Southern  Baptist  chaplains 
who  followed  the  Rangers  into  Gre¬ 
nada  as  part  of  the  United  States’  in¬ 
vasion  forces. 

“The  Rangers  had  jumped  into 
Grenada  at  500  feet  with  no  reserve 
parachutes  and  secured  the  air 
field'/’  said  Capt.  Robert  “Knox” 
Herndon,  2nd  Brigade  chaplain  of  the 
82nd  Airborne  Division.  “The  Com¬ 
munists  had  laid  wire  100  meters 
across  the  runway  so  planes  couldn’t 
land,”  he  added. 

“We  knew  the  Rangers  were  being 
shot  at  and  dying.  They  sent  us  a 
message:  ‘Please  hurry,’  and  we 
sjjere  trying  to  get  there  to  help,” 
explained  1st  Lt.  John  Owings,  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  3rd  battalion  of  the  325th 
Infantry. 

“Four  times  we  tried  to  land  at  the 
Grenada  runway  and  were  prevented 
by  enemy  fire,”  said  Owings.  “After 
we  finally  landed,  I  spent  the  night  in 
the  hills  with  the  young  paratroopers . 
I  slept  on  the  ground  under  a 
poncho— never  at  the  same  place 
twice— and  was  usually  awakened  by 
being  rained  on.  Whatever  they  did,  I 


did.  It  was  rough,  but  a  blessing,”  slip  back  in  and  persecute  them  at 
Owings  observed  abouthis  first  com-  night,”  he  added, 
bat  experience.  “When  one  lady  was  shot  in  the  leg 

The  chaplains  were  constantly  by  snipers  we  had  the  opportunity  to 
being  called  upon  to  pray— from  talk  to  some  of  the  civilians  as  we 

commanding  officers  at  secret  treated  her  and  prepared  to  evacuate 
clearance  briefings  and  on  the  planes  her.  We  explained  we  were  there  to 

bound  for  Grenada,  to  battlefield  re-  protect  them,”  Owings  said, 
quests  by  soldiers  and  civilians.  “The  .  “They  began  to  turn  in  the  Cubans 

Bible  says  to  pray  for  our  enemies,”  right  and  left  and  tell  us  where  the 

Merrifield  maintained,  “and  even  weapons  were  that  had  been  brought 

my  wounded  soldiers  took  time  to  in  secretly  during  the  curfew  time 

pray  for  the  families  of  the  killed  when  all  the  electricity  was  also  cut 

Cuban  soldiers.  x  off,”  added  Herndon. 

“It  was  a  fantastic  opportunity  for  Herndon  indicated  he  saw  50  Cuban 

ministry,”  Merrifield  continued,  armored  personnel  carriers  with 

“My  guys  took  some  pretty  heavy  guns,  and  church  officials  had  been 

hits  when  we  went  in  and  death  marked  for  elimination  by  the  Com- 

wasn’t  something  off  in  the  distance,  munists.  “We  went  in  in  the  nick  of 

Most  of  them  had  never  had  to  face  time,”  he  said,  “otherw+se  it 

the  finality  of  death  before.  They  would’ve  been  a  different  story.” 

were  asking,  for  Bibles— I  went  in  All  the  churches  had  been  closed  by 
with  181  New  Testaments  and  the  Communists  for  a  month,  accord- 
brought  less  than  31  back— and  there  ing  to  the  chaplains,  and  the  first 

was  a  burst  of  rededications  to  God,”  thing  the  civilians  did  was  to  reopen 
he  concluded.  them.  “The  major  asked  me  to  con- 

Hemdon  used  a  “liberated  Cuban  duct  a  small  service  and  the  Grena- 
vehicle”-to  carry  hundreds  of  sheets  dans  gathered  around.  They  were  so 
of  paper  and  envelopes  to  American  thankful  they  could  open  their 
soldiers  in  the  field  for  writing  home,  churches,”  Merrifield  said. 

“I  waited  around  about  30  minutes  “All  afternoon  the  church  bells 
and  then  collected  the  letters.  Manyr  were  ringing,”  recalled,  Owings. 
of  the  soldiers  had  been  writing  home  “The  people  kept  coming  up  to  us 
on  cardboard  from  their  C-rations,”  saying,  ‘God  bless  you.  God  bless 

he  said.  America.  Thank  you  for  being 

“A  lot  of  the  civilians  were  initially  here.’  ” 
nervous  and  afraid  about  our  being  (Beverly  Scheland  writes  for  the 
there  because  they  had  been  so  brut-  Home  Mission  Board. ) 
ally  victimized  by  the  Cubans,”  Ow¬ 
ings  said.  A  family  with  eight  chil¬ 
dren  was  under  house  arrest  with  no 
water  or  food,  he  explained.  “And  we 
hid  85  civilians  in  an  attic  of  a  bam  to 
protect  them  from  Cubans  who  would 


Young  ministers’  wives  retreat 
Jan.  20-21  at  Garaywa 


The  thirteenth  annual  Young 
Ministers’  Wives  Retreat  is 
scheduled  for  Friday  night  and 
Saturday,  Jan. 

.jESHHHH  20-21 .  at  Camp 
Garaywa. 

This  com- 
Bs  ITS  plimentary  re- 

treat  sponsored 
ijHby  Mississippi 

Woman's  Mis- 

Y  sionary  Union,  is 
designed  for  wom- 
Thurman  en,  age  40  and 
under,  who  are  wives  of  pastors,  staff 
ministers,  and  ministerial  students. 

Program  guests  for  the  retreat  in¬ 
clude  Mrs.  Tom  Thurman,  mission¬ 
ary  to  Bangladesh;  Beverly  McMil¬ 
lan,  Jackson  gynecologist  and 
obstetrician;  and  Mrs.  Landrum 


Intensive  care 


Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 
Directed  by  a  team  of  family  life 
specialists 


t  single  men 

phonies,  and  other  cultural  events. 

They  are  supporting  sports  events. 

Invite  another  girl  to  attend  some  of 
these  with  you  and  have  a  good  time. 

Some  young  man,  observing  your  en¬ 
joying  an  experience  he  is  enjoying, 
may  be  attracted  to  you.  If  you  dis¬ 
play  more  interest  in  a  date  than  the 
experience,  he  may  be  tamed  off. 

To  get  help  in  starting  a  single’s 
ministry,  write  Paul  G.  Jones  II'.,  P. 

O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  or  order  from 
Church  Materials  Services,  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  127  Ninth  Ave., 

North,  Nashville,  TN.  37234,  the  book 
entitled,  “How  to  Start  a  Single  Adult 
Ministry”  by  Ann  Smith. 

Tommy  had  told  a  falsehood,  so  the 

Inquiries  to  Intensive  Care  are  shocked  grandmother  took  him  on 
welcomed.  Readers  who  feel  the  need  her  knee  and  explained  the  consequ- 
of  being  in  touch  with  Intensive  Care  ences  of  lying, 
are  encouraged  to  write.  Identities  “A  tall,  mean  man  with  red  fiery 
remain  confidential.  And  though  the  eyes  and  sharp  horns  grabs  little 
identities  of  those  performing  this  boys  who  tell  lies,”  she  said.  “He 
ministry  have  been  kept  confidential  takes  them  to  Mars  where  they  have 
to  this  point,  they  are  well  qualified  to  work  hard  in  a  deep  hole  for  fifty 
for  the  service  they  are  rendering,  years.  Now,  you  won’t  tell  any  stories 
Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  In-  again,  will  you,  Tommy?” 
tensive  Cnre,  Baptist  Record,  Box  “No,  Grandma,”  Tommy  replied. 
SM,  Jackson,  MS  MMS.— Editor.  “You  tell  ’em  better  than  I  do.” 
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K’ekchi  hymns 


are  recorded 

COBAN,  Guatemala— Hymns  in 
the  K’ekchi  language  were  recorded 
on  audio  tape  for  the  first  time  during 
a  radio  production  workshop  in  Co¬ 
ban,  Guatemala,  in  October.  Media 
consultants  David  Daniell  and  Larry 
Gay  of  Mexico  taught  eight  K’ekchi 
how  to  improve  the  quality  and  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  their  radio  program, 
“Christ,  the  Only  Hope.”  The  prog¬ 
ram  is  broadcast  four  times  a  week  in 
the  K’ekchi  language  in  Guatemala 
City. 


Ebenezer  Church,  Holmes  County, 

showed  a  film  on  Christmas  Day  at  6 
p.m.,  titled  “Jesus  is  the  Answer” 
and  including  a  personal  testimony 
-by  Nicky  Cruz.  On  New  Year’s  Day, 
the  church  showed  the  film,  “The 
Cross  and  the  Switchblade”  at  6  p.m., 
the  story  of  David  Wilkerson’s  work 
with  youths  in  New  York’s  ghettos. 
M.  L.  Frost  is  the  Ebenezer  pastor. 


SAREPTA  CHURCH  won  two  banners  at  Calhoun  associational  M  night  Nov.  21 , 
at  First  Church,  Bruce.  Jim  McMillen,  pastor,  left,  and  Donald  Tallant,  Church 
Training  director,  right,  accepted  the  banners.  Sarepta  has  won  the  efficiency 
banner  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  by  having  the  largest  percentage  of  Church 
Training  enrollment  present.  The  attendance  banner  was  received  for  the  most 
Church  Training  members  present.  Sarepta,  said  one  reporter,  is  the  first  church 
remembered  to  have  won  both  banners  in  the  same  year.  "Since  the  beginning  of 
the  new  church  year,  we  have  had  five  professions  of  faith  and  eight  additions  by 
letter  at  Sarepta,"  said  the  pastor.  (Photo  by  Lisa  Bailey).  ~ 


"GOD'S  BEAUTIFUL  BOUQUET"  was  the  theme  of  the  recognition  service  at 
Poplar  Springs  Drive  Church,  Meridian,  for  Acteens  and  RAs.  Three  Acteens,  Rene 
Langford,  Lori  Wilkinson,  and  Danielle  Sansone  were  crowned  queens  Deanne 
Mosley,  Joy  Langford,  and  Andrea  Greer  were  recognized  as  queens-with- 
scepter.  Award  bearers  were  Carrie  Boswell,  Natalie  Cobb,  Jill  Ethridge,  Molly 
Litchfield.  Danielle  Lipscomb,  and  Kelly  Wood. 

Eighteen  RA's  participated  in  their  service,  with  Ben  Barham  and  Daniel 
Richards  achieving  Lad  I  level;  Tony  Richardson,  Eddie  Henley,  David  Richards, 
and  Stephen  Wilkinson,  Lad  II;  Chris  Crampton  and  Brian  temple,  pages;  John 


BOLIVAR  ASSOCIATION  ACTEENS  RECENTLY  HELD  A  Studiact  recognition  Gandy,  squire;  and  Ryan  Plunkett  and  J.  J.  Long,  knight. 


service— "Yesterday,  Today,  Tomorrow."  Seven  queens  were  crowned,  repre¬ 


senting  four  churches,  and  one  queen-with-scepter  was  recognized.  Left  to  right: 
Queen  Amanda  McClure,  First  Church,  Boyle,  George  McClure,  crown-bearer; 
Queen  Tammie  Kitrell,  Yale  Street,  Cleveland,  Heath  Beck,  crown-bearer;  Queen 
Melanie  Commander,  Shaw,  Mark  Haik,  crown-bearer;  Queen  Vivian  Fly,  First. 
Boyle,  Casey  Carr,  crown-bearer;  Queen  Kim  Collier,  First,  Boyle,  Samantha 
Lamberson,  crown-bearer;  Queen  Susie  Hawkins,  Trinity,  Rosedale,  Emily  Garcia 
(not  pictured)  crown-bearer;  Queen  Pam  Weeks,  First,  Boyle,  Jennifer  Weeks  (not 
pictured)  crown-bearer;  Queen-With-Scepter  Denise  Harrell,  Morrison  Chapel. 
Cleveland.  Amy  Buckles,  scepter-bearer,  Glenda  Braswell  is  the  associational 
Acteens  director. 


CO-LIN  BAPTIST  STUDENT  UNION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  recently  honored 
the  committee  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Graham.  She  has  served  as  treasurer  for  over 
25  years.  The  Advisory  Committee  presented  her  with  a  plaque.  In  the  picture  are 
Advisory  members;  Mrs.  Graham;  BSU  director,  Roy  Smith;  Billy  Thames,  Co-Lin 
Junior  College  president;  and  state  BSU  director,  Jerry  Merriman.  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  members  ate:  John  Hamilton,  Daryl  Oster,  chairman,  Eddie  Smith,  Jerril 
Newell.  Bud  Swind*11  and  Tim  Rayborn.  Not  pictured  are  Ken  Stringer  and  Gene 
Erwin.  *- —  • 


MC  granted  membership 
in  UNISOR  at  Oak  Ridge 


Mississippi  College  has  recently 
been  approved  for  membership  as  a 
participating  institution  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Isotope  Separator  at  Oak 
Ridge  Program  (UNISOR). 

UNISOR  is  a  consortium  of  12  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  who  cooperate 
in  research  at  Oak  Ridge  National 
Laboratory  using  an  isotope 
separator.  The  laboratory  is  located 
in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn. 

Two  Mississippi  College  faculty 
personally  involved  in  UNISOR  re¬ 
search  are  Craig  Whitlock,  professor 
of  physics,  and  Bill  Nettles,  assistant 
professor  of  physics. 

One  of  the  founding  fathers,  Joseph 
H.  Hamilton,  is  a  1954  Mississippi 
College  graduate  and  currently 
chairman  of  the  UNISOR  executive 
committee. 

Whitlock  plans  for  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  physics  faculty  and  students  to 
participate  in  experiments  at  the 
Tennessee  facility  approximately  3 
times  annually.  “After  completion  of 
the  experiment,  the  data  will  be 
brought  back  to  the  M.G.  campus  for 
extensive  study.  M.C.’s  participation 


in  UNISOR  provides  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  undergraduate  students  to 
participate  in  this  level  of  nuclear 
physics  research,”  he  said. 

Lewis  Nobles,  president  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  had  this  to  say  about  the 
UNISOR  consortium,  "Tradition¬ 
ally,  Mississippi  College  has  been 
strong  in  the  sciences.  We  consider  it 
a  distinct  privilege  to  be  among  the 
very  fine  institutions  represented  in 
this  consortium,  and  a  most  unusual 
opportunity  for  our  students.” 

Lottie  Moon  gifts 

First  Church,  Vancleave,  has  gone 
over  its  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  goal  for  Foreign  Missions  for  the 
second  year  in  a  row  on  a  single  day’s 
offering.  The  goal  was  (3,000.00,  but 
on  Dec.  11  the  church  exceeded  that 
goal  by  $615.38.  Two  of  Vancleave’s 
former  pastors,  Hal  Lee  and  Felix 
Greer,  are  serving  on  foreign  mission 
fields.  Randy  C.  Davis  is  the  present 
pastor. 


Parkway  to  host 
“battle”  banquet 


“To  help  churches  gear  up  for 
spiritual  warfare  against  the  forces 
of  evil  in  our  world,”  Parkway 
Church.  Jackson, 
is  hosting  a  "Bat- 
Plan  Prepara 

V  1  *  'th  the  theme. 
“Like  A  Mighty 
Army”  on  Jan.  13 
at  6  30  p  m  in  the 


anese  missionaries 


to  Indonesia 


BANDUNG,  Indonesia— Japanese 
Baptists  have  sent  a  missionary 
couple  to  start  churches  in  Indonesia. 
The  Asamis  will  study  the  language 
for  a  year  before  beginning  work. 
One  other  Japanese  Baptist  missio¬ 
nary  couple  worked  in  Brazil  for 
many  years  before  retiring  recently. 
Additional  requests  for  Japanese 
missionaries  have  been  received 
from  Indonesian  and  Singaporean 
Baptists. 


Brazil  Baptists  send 
more  missionaries 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil-In 
November  Brazilian  Baptists  ap¬ 
pointed  their  first  missionaries  to 
Macao,  the  Portuguese  colony  on  the 
coast  of  China.  They  also  named 
three  new  missionaries  to  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  seven  short-term  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Bolivia,  Paraguay, 
Uruguay  and  Ecuador 

The  short-termers  were  the  second 
group  appointed  for  service  in  a  new 
one-year  mission  program.  Despite 
extreme  inflation  and  devaluation, 
Baptists  also  surpassed  their  1983 
foreign  mission  offering  goal  of  350 
million  cruzeiros  by  giving  356  mill¬ 
ion  (about  $350,000).  Macao  is  the 
17th  overseas  field  entered  by  Brazi¬ 
lian  Baptist  missionaries.  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  also  work  there. 

Foundation  reports 
record  increase 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— A  re¬ 
cord  increase  of  $5,623,135  in  the  as¬ 
sets  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Founda¬ 
tion  was  reported  to  the  directors  at 
their  annual  meeting  Dec.  6-7. 

At  the  end  of  the  agency’s  fiscal 
year  Sept.  30  total  assets  were 
$34,808,916,  reflecting  a  19.3  percent 
increase  over  Sept.  30,  1962. 

The  year  also  produced  a  record 
income  of  $2,784,583,  achieved  de¬ 
spite  sharply  lower  average  interest 
rates. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
November  26  -  December  23 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month 
to  a  listing  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  gifts 
and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through 
this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  1 

feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor ,  with  taste  Gj^!t 

and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  Mr  t 

special  friends.  George 


Lee  Earl  Adam* 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Floyd  Hobby 
Charles  Ainsworth 
Mr.  Sidney  Pitts 
Charles  Ainsworth 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sidney  Pitts 
Mrs.  Homes  Ainsworth 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cliff  Landrum 
Mrs.  Annie  Albright 
E.  Don  Moore  Sunday  School.  Jackson 
Nathan  Aldridge 
Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Roy  Alexander 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  I.  Lackey,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Flynt  C.  Hobgood 
Peck  Allen 

-First  Baptist  Church,  Magee 
John  F.  Anderson 
Mrs.  H.  N.  Brown 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  H.  M.  Kendall 
Maude  Tate  Arceneaux 
Dolores  D.  Case 
Mrs.  Faye  Bailey 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Joe  Cooper 
Mr.  John  Baringer 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chester  W.  Pratt 
Bobby.  Loretta.  Mary  Dudley  It  Rober 
Regan 

Frances  Barrett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Weeks 

C.  C.  Barron 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 

Mrs.  Odie  Barter 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Lonnie  Smith 
Mr.  “Red"  Berwick 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Tichenor 
Mrs.  Elsie  Berwick 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Tichenor 
Janies  A.  Berwick 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Hammond 
Mrs.  Patricia  Dickson  Bass 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Pace.  Jr. 

Benjamin  H.  Benson 
Mrs.  Johnny  Towery,  Jr. 

Temmis  L.  Bond 
Mrs.  Elise  M.  Curtis 
BUlie  Ruth  Bonner 
Mack  It  Becky  Partin 
Mrs.  Mabie  Bounds 
Mr  It  Mrs.  A.  W.  Lang.  Ill 
Lena  Gooch  Bowlin 
Mr.  F  A.  Bowlin,  Sr. 

L.  H.  Boyd 
Mildred  F.  Boyd 
Mrs.  Fairy  Bradshaw 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  Strickland1 
El  wood  Branch 

Lydia  Sunday  School,  McComb  > 

Elva  Gardner 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Brack 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Stephen  M.  Stewart 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Parker  It 
Family 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Lonnie  Smith 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Brock 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Lonnie  Smith 
H.  E.  Browning 
Mrs.  J.  J.  wood 
Mr.  !i  Mrs.  I.  G.  Patterson 
BUly  Bryant 
Mrs  Nellie  K.  Glisson 
Harry  Bryant 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  C.  C.  Shadrach 
Mr  It  Mrs  T.  D  Woodward 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  George  M.  Yarbrough 
Mrs  W.  E.  Boone 
Keith  Black  Bryand 
Mr.  It  Mrs  J.  M  Nipper 
S.  D.  Bookies 

_  Mr  *  Mrs  W.  D.  Smith,  III 
Mrs.  John  D.  Dyer 
Mr*.  Dixie  Burt 
Mr  It  Mrs  Wilson  B  Bourne 


Mr.  *  Mrs.  Floyd  Thornhill 
Mrs.  R.F.  Byrd  > 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Foooe,  Sr.  - 

Thomas  Grant  Campbell 

Dr.  It  Mrs.  William  Martin  Wood 
8.  C.  Carr 

'  'Mr.  It  Mr*.  J.  C  Stennett 


Mrs.  S.  C.  Carr 
Mr  &  Mrs.  J,  C.  Stennett 
George  Carter 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Bradley 
J.  O.  Carter 

Rev.  It  Mrs.  James  H.  Moore 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Carter 
Rev.  It  Mrs.  James  H.  Moore* 
Mrs.  Carrie  Chance  m 
The  Prentiss  Young  Family 
Marion  Choate 
Hattie  Choate 
Cleo  Churchill 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Cooper 
John  Clark 
Helen  Allen  Crooks 
Mrs.  Maggie  Clark 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Parker  It 
Family ' 

Mrs.  Wilton  (Joyce)  Clark 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Arthur  E.  Wiselogel 
Wilbur  Cl  eland 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  S.  B.  Rieves 
Mr.  Cobb 

Dr  It  Mrs.  Bob  McCord 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Cooper 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  S.  White 
Ben  Corley,  Jr. 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  W.  0.  Barnett,  Jr. 
Walton  Conrtney 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  C.  H.  Murphey.  Jr 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Preston  Kelly 
Norris  Thompson  Cox 
McElrie  Cox  Mitchell 
Mr  It  Mrs  Jimmy  Pritchard 
Miss  Laura  Elizabeth  Pritchard 
Tom  Crawford 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  C.  A.  Moore.  Jr. 
Richard  Davis 
,Mrs  N  W  Carr 
J.  Earl  Dennis 
Mrs.  J.  Earl  Dennis 
Mrs.  Dodie  Denschle 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Turner 
Mrs.  Calls  DeWees 
Miss  Eva  L.  Nicholson 
Fan  tain  Dickens 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Darrell  Dickens 
Alvoa  H.  Doty,  Sr. 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett 

Miss  Susan  Martin 

Mr.  It  Mrs,  Raymond  S.  Martin 

Mr.  It  Mrs  Harmon  Alley 

Mr  &  Mrs  Lester  Spell 

Miss  Rebecca  Perkins 

Dr.  A  Mrs  Lucien  R.  Hodges 

Elizabeth  M.  Tate 

Mrs.  Breck  Cabell,  Sr 

Mr.  Breck  Cabell,  Jr. 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  S.  0.  Kuykendall 
Mrs  W.  G.  Mize.  Sr. 

Dr.  R.  C.  O’Ferrall 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Wirt  A.' Yerger,  Jr 
Mr.  it  Mrs  Sam  M  Bailey 
Mr.  It  Mrs  Paul  J.  Pryor 
Alvoa  H.  Duty,  Sr. 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Magee 
Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Purser 
Mrs.  Searle  H.  Carson.  Sr 
Mrs.  H.  B  Whatley 
Ms.  Susie  Jordan 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Douglas 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Charles  Little 
Mrs.  William  T.  Douglas 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Cliff  Landrum 
Henry  Dunn 

Mr.  it  Mrs  Pate  Brown,  Jr. 

Michael  Van  Dunn 

Suzanne  Harris 
Lonnie  Dyes* 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Lipoey 
Mrs.  Kate  L.  Dykes 
Mias  Madeline  Hermann 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Eaves 
Mr.  It  Mis.  C.  C.  Huntley,  Jr. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Eaves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  C  Huntley.  Jr. 
TEL  Sunday  School,  Louisville 
Mr.  Otis  C.  Edwards 
Mr.  It  Mrs  Skelton  Harden 


Floyd  Ellis 
R.  H.  F.  Lynch 
Gilbert  Estes  — . 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  C.  C.  Huntley,  Jr. 
George  E.  Estes,  Sr. 

Ruth  A.  Furey 
Miss  Crittie  Estess 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Lonnie  Smith 
Mrs.  Cissy  Evans 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Rice 
Mrs.  Myrtle  (Sissy)  Evans 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Liddell 
Mrs.  Elise  M.  Curtis 
Mrs.  H.  B:  Whatley 
Stanley  Ezell 
Mrs.  Erin  F.  Carroll 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M  Nipper 
Joe  Fail 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  X.  L  Head 

Wilma  Fedder 

Nellie  L.  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Wilma  Fedder 
NeUie  L.  Wilkie 
Murry  M.  Field 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Kimzey 
Mrs.  Minnie  Fields 
William  H.  Myrick 
Donna  Ellis  Finke 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wasson  Henry 
Stephen  Timothy  Flsbell 
Mr.  William  G.  Dase 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  N.  Stevens 
Marjorie  Dearm  an 
Alex  Flynt 

Mrs.  Margaret  S.  Brigance 

J.  W.  Fore 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Townsend,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Pauline  M.  Maurer 
Mrs.  Alice  McClurg 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jerry  B.  Miller 
Mr  William  C.  PhUlips 
La  Fera  Fore 
Mr.  It  Mrs  W  P.  Evans 
J.  P.  Foster 
Mrs.  Ruth  F.  Blackwell 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Foster 
Mrs.  Ruth  F.  Blackwell 
Jerry  Fuller 

Mr  A  Mrs  Loyd  Heflin.  Jr. 

Henry  Fuqua 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gene  Clement 

Mrs.  Ina  Gaddis 

Mrs  Nellie  K.  Glisson 
Henry  F.  Galey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  E  Fancher,  Jr. 

Robert  R.  Gamer 

Mr.  A  Mrs  A.  W.  Lang.  Ill 
Mrs.  Garrison 
Suzanne  Harris 
R.  P.  Gay 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Wallace  M.  Gay 
Mrs.  R.  P.  Gay 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wallace  M.  Gay 

J.  B.  Gibtoa 
Karl  R  Gibson 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Gibson 
Karl  R  Gibson 
Mill  Florence  Gordy 
Mary  A  Ina  Gordy 
Mrs.  Abac  Grafton 
Mias  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mrs.  R.  A.  (Leuii  Grantham 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  Gillespie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Grantham 
Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Edmsud  Gray 
Mr.  A  Mrs  R.  E  Marchetti 
Mrs.  Edmsud  Gray 
Mr  A  Mrs.  R  E  Marchetti 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Gray  ’ 

Turner  A  Joyce  Alford 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Green 
TEL  Sunday  School.  Louisville 
Farris  Griffis 
Mrs.  Byron  Hurt 
Mrs.  IL  A.  (Mary  Alice)  Griffla 
Mrs.  Walter  E.  Booher 
Ramsey  Gaytoa 
Lydia  Sunday  School.  McComb 
Ms.  Mary  NeO  Gwta 
Mrs  Niles  T.  Wooten 
Luther  Dee  Hammett 
Roderick  Loper 
Fred  Myers,  Jr. 

Bayne  Cailla  vet 


Mrs.  Una  J.  Hamil 


Haywood  Harper 

Mr  A  Mrs  BUly  Ellis 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Pat  H.  Shivers 
Mrs  Rachel  Chipley 
Mrs.  Janie  Mae  Harriagtoe 
Mrs.  OUie  Kate  Green 
Miss  Andie  Harris 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Robert  W.  Hartford 
Gussie  Magee 
Mrs.  Mary  M  Eubanks 
Ashby  M.  H artsell 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Schultz 
Timothy  Haynie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  C.  Shadrach 
Barney  Hazlip 
Mrs.  Willie  Hazlip 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bryant  Hazlip 
Mrs  Robert  E.  Rushing 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Mike  Beattie 
Mrs.  Amanda  Heard 
Mrs.  Daniel  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Eugenia  H  eg  wood 
First  National  Bank 
Mrs.  Mildred  Helton 
Miss  Eva  L.  Nicholson 
Chester  Healey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Pace,  Jr 
Davis  Hester,  Jr. 

Charline  Killebrew 
Mrs.  Dorsey  Higdon 
Mrs.  Russell  Hudson 
J.  T.  Higginbottom 
Mr  It  Mrs.  James  M.  Grantham 
Mrs.  Grace  Hill 
Mrs.  Rosa  Lee  FraziS' 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  L.  H.  Flurry 
Mr  A  Mfs.  Carey  B.  Prather 
,  Mrs.  Georgia  Hodes  _ 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Lonnie  Smith 
Mildred  Holloway 
Mrs  W.  E.  Mayfield 
Mn  W.  B.  Holman 
TEL  Sunday  School.  LouisvUle 
Mrs.  Eva  Huff 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W  H.  Merrell 
Mrs.  Eva  Huff 

Mr.  A  Mrs  W.  O.  Barnett.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Walter  E.  Booher 
Mrs.  Cora  S.  Hunt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  A.  Huff 
Simptoa  Hurdle 
Mrs  den  Prather 
Mr  A  Mrs.  George  M.  Yarbrough 
Preaflsi  Hutto 

Lydia  Sunday  School.  McComb 

David  Jackson 

Julia  Nell  Pryor 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Jackson 
Mrs  Russell  Hudson 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Jackson 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Jemigan 
Jack  Jackson  ' 

Mr.  William  C.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Jessie  JohBston 
WUlie  A  Miriam  Simmons  - 
Mrs.  Oaa  Johnston 
Mr  A  Mrs  V.  J  Shivers 
Laney  A  Berry 
Mrs.  Roy  A.  Berry 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Roscoe  Smith 
Glen  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gwendell  Pearson 

L.  O.  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Falkenheiner 

Mn.  Mildred  Jones 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Lonnie  Smth 
R.  C.  Jones 

Mr  Walker  J  Carney,  Jr 
T.  Glen  Jones 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Joe  K.  Cochran 
Mr  A  Mrs  Cliff  Landrum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  Hines 
Garni  H.  Kennedy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charlie  Ramsey 
Paul  Kennedy 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  Pope 
Mrs  Mary  Keyes 
Mr.  A  Mrs  John  R  Parker 
Greg  King 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Louis  E.  Fancher,  Jr. 

Mn.  Paal  8.  Johnnie  Kirke 
Kathi  (Dunn)  A  Wayne  Martin 
Andy  Kowalski 
Joel  A  EUabeth  Howell 
Mr.  It  Mrs  W.  J  Reed,  Jr 
B.  L.  Landrum 
Mn.  Russell  Hudson 
Mrs  W  W.  Bush 
A.  W.  Lang,  8r. 

Gayle  A  Bubba  Lang 
Mn.  A.  W.  Lang.  Sr. 

Gayle  A  Bubba  Lang 
Tally  Laatrip 
Nellie  L.  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Tally  Laatrip 
Nellie  L  Wilkie 
Dr.  Jacqaciine  Quiaa  Latham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Benue  L.  Smith 
Mn.  Bah  Levy,  Jr. 

Mrs  B.  M.  Seale 
0.  0.  Lee,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn  Vernon  F.  Anderson 
Mn.  Mamie  H.  Lewis 
Mr  A  Mrs  David  M.  Ferris 
Mr  A  Mn  J  S  White 
Mn.  Rowe  Rhett 


The  staff  and  children  of  the  Baptist  Children’s  Village  ex¬ 
tend  to  you  best  wishes  for  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  New 
Year. 


Mamie  HoUemaa  Lewis 

Mr  &  Mrs  H.  T.  Woodall 
Mr.  It  Mn.  Benton  Coopwood 
Mr  Douglas  Coopwood 
Mr.  Douglas  Coopwood 
Brig  General  It  Mrs.  Stan  Hoey 
Mil  too  Lewis 
.  Mrs.  N.  S.  Toler  v 

Mr  A  Mrs,  J.  V.  Parker.  Jr.' 

Mr  It  Mrs  W.  0  Barnett.  Jr 
Mattie  Little 

v.  Harperville  Baptist  Church 

s  Linda  Lloyd 
Magie  Maynard 
J.  8.  Love,  Jr. 

Gussie  Magee  i* _ 

Mary  Eubanks 
Mn.  J.  S.  Lave,  Jr. 

Margaret  &  Mac  Kendall 
Charles  B.  Lockett 
Mrs  Helen  H.  Tonnar 
S.E.  Maddox 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Willis  H.  Morgan 
Colbert  Manton 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Lipsey 
Mn.  Minnie  Marshall 
Fred  A  Rose  Powers  • 

Mn.  Mattie  Bell  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jarvis  Ward 
Harold  Love 
O.  D.  Mauldin,  Jr. 

Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Phil  R.  May 
Gayle  A  Bubba  Lang 
James  L.  Mayo 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Mike  Lammons 
James  M.  Grantham 
Mother  of  Mn.  H.  T.  McCarty 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 

Mn.  Margarit  McCaughn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  R  Rasberry 
Mn.  Ellen  McCave 
Mr  A  Mrs  Thomas  E.  Parker  St 
Family 

Mr.  Rosamond  Smith  McCrory 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Gates 
Mr  It  Mrs  H.  S  Clarke 
Delta  Catfish  Processors.  Inc 
Mn.  L.  B.  Morris 
Mr.  It  Mrs  W.  Russell  McCrory 
Edna  Ruth  McCrory 
Grenada  Banking  System 
Mrs.  Evan  Dossett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lawrence  Keni^th 
Mr  A  Mn.  E.  G.  Flora,  Jr 
Macon  Chapter  NARFE 
E.  F.  Nunn  A  Company 
Agogo  Sunday  School,  Macon 
Mr.  A  Mrs  A  T  Schoolar 
0.  G  Lancaster 
Dr.  Chester  McWhorter 
Rosamond  Smith  McCrory 
Mr.  A  Mn  E.  C.  Patterson 
Elenor  0  Shannon 
Richard  "Buster"  McCurley 
Mr.  Walker  J.  Carney,  Jr. 

CItford  Me  Dade 
Mrs  R.  L.  Gully 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
Mn.  W.  J.  McDade 
4  Mn  R.  L.  Gully 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
Willard  McDade 
Mn  R.  L  Gully 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
J.  H.  McDaniel 
Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  R  Breeland 
Mn.  J.  B.  (Mary  Brown i  McGill 
Mr.  A  Mrs  George  M  Yarbrough 
Mn  W.  E  Boone 
Mr  A  Mrs  C.  C.  Shadrach 
Mn.  Rath  Thompson  McGrow 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  D.  Faust.  Jr. 
Mike  MeMurphy 
Friend 

Michael  McNarny 
Dr  A  Mrs  Ray  Whelan 
Mr.  McNeil 

Mr  A  Mrs  Fred  Blackledge 
Mn.  Mabel  McQueen 
Mn.  Ida  Boardman 
Felton  McWorter 
Miss  Mary  Frances  Wyatt 
E.W  .  Meadrop 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wallace  M  Gay 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Meadrop 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wallace  M  Gay 


Mr.  A  Mn  Wallace  M.  Gay 

Lynwood  Meyer 

Mr  A  Mrs  Pat  Brooks 

Mn.  Frances  Miller 
W.  R.  Gregory 
Mn.  Wilms  Mims 

Min  Beatrice  Brownlee 


Mr  A  Mn  Joe  Blakeney 

Fannie  Morgan 

Mn.  Alva  M  Speed 


Neil  A  Anne  Wrenn 


Mary  Morgan 

Lorena  Chandle 
Mrs.  John  A.  Morsoa 

Mr  A  Mn.  Don  R  Baker 
Mn.  Dot  Morton 
Carolyn  A  Warren  Bums 
Mrs.  Ruby  Mosley 
Mr.  A  Mrs  John  L.  Prine 
Chester  Moulder,  Sr. 

Mrs  Leslie  S.  Turner 
Mn.  Chester  Moulder  Sr. 

Mrs.  Leslie  S.  Turner 
Myron  Myers 
Patricia  Walston 
Lewis  I.  Myers,  Sr. 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  David  M.  Ferris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M  L.  Turpin.  Jf. 

-  Mr  A  Mrs  Earl  B  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  Dickens 
Mr  A  Mn.  R.  E.  Van  Namen  A  Shawn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leroy  Thomas 
Mrs.  Joe  Peacock 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  S  White 
ZoUie  Myrick 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  H  Jones 
Curtis  NaU 
Mary  Schouest 
Josie  Vicknair 
Mrs.  Joseph  Roso 
Ennis  Neel 
Mrs.  Leslie  S  Turner 
Mrs.  Ennis  Neel 
Mrs.  Leslie  S  Turner 
W.  N.  Neely,  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  J.  0  EPard 
Mn.  V.  T.  Nolan 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Marion  Spencer 
Mn.  Ruth  Odom 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  W  Brown 
Mn.  Oliver 
Mr  Bob  Terry 
Felton  Oliver  , 

Roy  A  Ann.Moore 
Mr  A  Mrs  Martin  Owen 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  Burchfield 
Mrs.  Margaret  S.  Brigance 
Ms.  Susie  Jordan 
Jesse  L.  Pace 
Mac  Thompson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  P.  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  E.  Dodez 

Eva  Mathews  Page 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  0.  C.  Harlan 

Ward  Page 

Mr  A  Mn.  Curtis  J  Simmons 
Mn.  Charlie  I  Anna  I  Palmer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mathis  Holt 
Lucille  Bell 
Mn.  L.  L.  Park 
Mary  A  Ina  Gordy 
T.  W.  Patten 
Mn.  Leslie  S.  Turner 
T.  W.  Patten 
Mrs  Leslie  S  Turner 
Jack  Payne 

Yale  Street  Baptist  Church.  Cleveland 

Sammy  Joe  Playne 
Julia  Nell  Pryor 
Marjorie  Pearson 
John  A  Billie  Whitfield 

Trip  Peebles 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  F.  Pebbles.  Jr 

Charlie  Perkins 
Ms  Susie  Jordan 
Mrs.  Iva  Peyton 
Mn.  Linda  Jamison 
Gen.  J.  A.  Pickering 
Magaret  G.  Ross 
Mabie  Pickle 

The  Whatley  s  A  Williams' 

Flora  H.  P turner 
Hazel  I.  Plumer 
Albert  Then  Plnak 
Mr.  A  Mrs  G.  H.  Barker 
David  Pollard 
Mr.  A  Mrs  H.  E.  Pollad 
Kent  Poole 

Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  Cooper 

Miss  Seattle  Powers 
Mn.  D.  C.  Wiggins 
Matthew  Quinlry 
Edgar  A  Nell  Donahoe 
Mn.  Alma  Ramey 
Mn  Emma  McNeill 
Mn.  J.  D.  Randall 
Ruth  Sunday  School.  Eupora  ' 

Ann  T.  Rasberry 
Mr  A  Mrs  BUlie  Bonner 
Miss  Agnes  Ray 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gene  Clement 
Mn.  C.  E.  Abemethy 
Miss  Hattie  May  Ray 
Mildred  E  Coleman 
Mrs  James  T.  Morris 
Donald  Raybora 
Mr  A  Mrs  A.  D  Roy.  Jr 
Mn.  Call*  M.  Reid 
Wilroy  Reid 

( The  remainder  of  the  December 
Gift*  of  Honor  and  Memory  will  be 
pubitehed  in  next  week's  edition,  i 
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Elisha’s  concern 


What  God  expects 

By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  Parkway,  Tupelo 
Isaiah  5:1-7 


There  are  eight  miracles  in  the  sec-  often  someone  else’s  only  hope  for  a 
tion  of  II  Kings  from  4:1  to  6:7.  We  better  life  or  even  survival, 
are  to  take  a  close  look  at  one  of  these  in.  Human  things  happen  to  good 
in  the  passage,  chapter  4,  verses  people.  Even  though  the  Shunam- 
13-37.  It  tells  of  a  kindly  Shunammite  mite  woman  was  a  superior  (y.  8) 
woman  whose  life’s  path  was  crossed  person,  she  was  not  immune  to  the 
by  Elisha,  the  prophet  of  God.  He  had  kinds  of  tragedies  to  which  all  hupian 
frequently  stopped  there  to  eat  food,  beings  are  subject.  She  instantly 
This  prompted  her  family  to  provide  knew  that  the  God  who  gave  her  that 
a  “prophet’s  room’  ’  for  him  to  stay  in  child  was  the  one  to  turn  to  in  her  hour 
each  time  he  passed  that  way  (v.  10).  of  deepest  need.  When  children  are 
Elisha  was  touched  by  her  kind-  “given”  to  God  by  dedicated  parents, 

it  should  be  understood  that  God’s 
heart  is  involved  in  life’s  joy  and  sor¬ 
rows  as  much  as  their  own.  Therapy 
for  grieved  parents  and  broken  fam¬ 
ily  relationships  is  to  be  found  when 
families  turn  to  God  for  his  healing. 
Even  in  death  there  can  be  “healthy” 
grief  where  God  is  understood  as  the 
giver  of  life  and  the  designer  of  pur¬ 
poses  that  “work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God”  (Rom.  8:28). 

IV.  The  only  thing  better  than  a  son 
given  is  a  son  restored.  God  seems  to 
delight  in  the  victorious  moments  in 
life.  Picture  Jesus  in  Nain  (Luke 
7:11-15)  walking  up  to  a  coffin  and 
restoring  the  only  son  of  a  widowed 
mother.  How  revealingly  touching 
are  the  words  “And  Jesus  gave  him 
back  to  his  mother”  (v.  15).  Or  in 
Bethany  in  John  11  when  Jesus  had 
restored  Lazarus  to  life  and  said 
“Loose  him  and  let  him  go”  (v.  44) 
and  returned  him  to  his  sisters  Mary 
and  Martha.  Or  most  pointedly  of  all, 
when  on  that  first  Easter  God  said  to 
the  whole  world  with  absolute  final- 

_  _  ity,  “He  is  not  here,  for  he  is  risen” 

by  the  feet,  and  poured  out  a  mother’s  (Mt.  28:6).  And  in  this  story  today: 

grief  that  the  son  she  had  not  re-  “She  took  up  her  son  and  went  out” 

quested  (v.  28)  had  died,  Gehazi  was  (v.  37).  It  is  like  God  to  cause  us  to 

dispatched  with  Elisha’s  staff  and  in  know  that  in  an  ultimate  sense  God  is 

great  haste  attempted  to  revive  the  in  control.  While  the  immediacy  of 

child  but  with  no  results  (v.  31).  the  moment  may  confound  us,  the 

Entering  the  death  room,  the  door  supremacy  of  the  future  is  guaran- 

was  shut,  and  Elisha  prayed  to  the  teed  by  God. 

Lord.  As  though  to  match  his  life  to  Even  in  life’s  little  things  we  should 

the  child’s  life  he  fitted  his  own  body  be  taught  to  look  for  ultimate 

like  a  mirror-image  upon  the  child’s  answers  and  solutions  in  our  relation 

body  and  life  returned.  Gehazi  was  to  God.  Many  sons  and  daughters 

sent  to  get  the  mother  to  whom  Elisha  may  be  "lost”  to  the  family  in  ways 

said  “Take  up  your  son”  (v.  36).  other  than  in  death  for  a  time,  but 

Bowing  herself  she  expressed  her  God  delights  in  restorations  when 

boundless  gratitude  and  “took  up  her  family  members  return  to  him  as  in 

son  and  left”  (v.  37).  the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son. 

The  story  instructs  us:  *5  '  "" 

1.  God’s  providence  often  makes 
paths  cross  where  human  need  is 
evident.  Though  these  were  kindly 
and  contented  people  living  there  in 
Shunem,  something  was  missing. 

God  entered  their  lives  through  the 
person  of  Elisha  and  blessed  them 

with  their  ljfe’s  most  cherished  gift  a  c  a 

and  greatest  responsibility  -  a  child.  s  cnj  c  - 

“Bjehold,  children  are  a  heritage  ^  ™ 

from  the  Lord,  the  fruit  of  the  womb  «..  Z  m  /C3 

is  his  reward”  (Ps.  127:3).  7  a 

God  uses  people  today  to  bless  the  JT  ^  t-  & 


During  January  we  will  be  study¬ 
ing  lessons  entitled,  “Themes  from 
Isaiah  1  to  39.”  The  first  of  these,  last 
Sunday,  told  how  the  time  of  the 
prophet  was  a  critical  period  in  the 
history  of  Israel.  They  had  been 
greatly  blessed  of  God,  but  they  had 
not  responded  to  those  blessings. 
They  are  guilty  of  the  sins  of  in¬ 
gratitude,  self-indulgence,  idolatry, 
and  oppression  of  the  poor.  Thus  God 
stated  his  case  against  them  and  is 
now  ready  to  tell  them  what  he  ex¬ 
pects  of  them  and  what  they  may  ex¬ 
pect  from  him.  Our  scripture  refer¬ 
ences  will  contain  words  of  rebuke, 
judgment,  condemnation,  invitation, 
assurance,  grace,  and  love. 

My  professor  of  literature  at 
Mercer  University  insisted  that  the 
most  beautiful  words  ever  written 
were  those  from  the  lips  of  Isaiah, 
and  I  have  never  doubted  his  claim. 
To  make  the  words  of  this  chapter 
even  more  appealing,  the  prophet 
cast  them  in  the  form  of  a  song.  His 
message  will  not  be  one  that  the  na¬ 
tion  wants  to  hear,  so  he  must  first 
gain  their  attention.  Thus,  he  uses  a 
unique  form  of  both  composition  and 
delivery. 

A  parable  (5:1-3).  With  all  of  the 
beauty  and  clarity  of  those  from  the 
lips  of  Jesus,  Isaiah  delivered  this 
Old  Testament  parable  to  the  people 
of  Jerusalem  and  Judah.  Addressing 
these  people,  the  prophet  tells  of  one 
who  planted  a  vineyard  in  the  choi¬ 


cest  spot  attainable,  gave  it  the  best 
care  possible,  used  the  best  vines 
available,  and  anticipated  an  abun¬ 
dant  harvest.  To  his  great  disap¬ 
pointment,  such  was  not  to  be.  In¬ 
stead  of  the  choice  grapes  that  should 
have  resulted,  there  come  forth  bad 
fruit,  wild,  sour,  or  inferior.  The  par¬ 
able  ends  with  the  probing  question 
as  to  what  should  be  done  with  such  a 
vineyard. 

The  question  (5:4-6).  One  is  re¬ 
minded  of  Jesus  as  he  wept  over  the 
city  of  Jerusalem  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  as  Isaiah  has  his  beloved  cry, 
“What  more  could  have  been  done 
that  I  have  not  done?”  Jesus  tells  how 
they  have  stoned  the  prophets  and 
killed  them  that  had  been  sent  by 
God.  Still,  he  would  have  gathered 
them  as  a  hen  gathers  her  brood 
under  her  wing,  but  they  would  not 
accept  his  protection  and  care. 
Surely,  he  is  justified  in  his  question, 
and  his  hearers  would  be  sympathe¬ 
tic  with  it.  They,  too,  worked  hard  as 
tillers  of  the  soil  and  often  knew  the 
discouragement  and  disappointment 
of  unproductive  plants.  Such  a  vine¬ 
yard  has  no  value.  Consequently, 
there  is  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  tear 
down  the  wall,  take  away  the  hedge, 
and  let  the  land  reclaim  it.  All  the 
pruning  and  care  in  the  world  cannot 
make  such  a  project  productive.  It  is 
not  being  destroyed.  It  is  simply 
being  abandoned.  When  its  protec¬ 
tion  is  taken  away,  its  natural 


ness  and  wanted  to  do  some  kindness 
for  her  in  gratitude.  He  and  his  ser¬ 
vant  Gehazi  determined  that  in  view 
of  her  circumstances  that  a  son  for 
her  would  be  life’s  highest  reward. 
They  announced  to  her  that  God 
would  grant  her  a  son  (v.  16). 

This  prophecy  came  true  and  about 
the  same  time  the  following  year,  she 
had  a  son.  This  cherished  gift,  how¬ 
ever,  was  to  once  again  be  the  focal 
point  of  a  miracle  from  God.  Several 
years  passed.  One  day  when  the  child 
was  in  the  field  working  with  his 
father  and  his  reapers,  he  became 
violently  ill,  complaining  of  a  severe 
headache  (v.  19).  He  was  taken  to  his 
mother  in  whose  lap  he  was  later  to 
die.  She  apparently  did  not  tell  her 
husband  he  had  died  but  rather  re¬ 
quested  that  she  be  permitted  a  ser¬ 
vant  and  a  donkey  to  take  her  to  the 
“man  pf  God,”  Elisha  (v.  22). 


Life  and  Work 


Breaking  with  tradition 

By  Gerald  G.  Buckley,  Parkway,  Natchez 
Mark  2:18-22;  3:1-6 


The  Gospel  of  Mark  will  claim  our 
attention  for  the  next  16  weeks.  It  is 
the  shortest  and  simplest  of  the  four 
gospels.  Most  scholars  believe  that 
Mark  was  the  first  gospel  written, 
and  that  Matthew  and  Luke  had 
Mark  before  them  as  they  wrote.  It 
ought  to  be  exciting  to  realize  as  we 
dig  into  the  book  bf  Mark  that  we  are 
engaged  in  the  study  of  the  first  life  of 
Jesus  ever  written. 

Scholars  are  in  general  agreement 
that  John  Mark  was  the  author.  Mark 
was  a  relative  of  Barnabas.  His 
mother's  home  was  an  early  meeting 
place  for  Christians  in  Jerusalem. 
Mark  accompanied  Paul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas  on  a  part  of  their  first  missio¬ 
nary  journey!  However,  Barnabas 
took  him  to  Cyprus.  Before  his  death , 
Paul  asked  Timothy  to  bring  Mark 
with  him  to  Rome.  Mark  had  re¬ 
deemed  himself. 

It  is  important  as  we  begin  a  study 
of  Mark's  gospel  to  see  the  influence 
of  Peter  on  Mark.  It  was  from  Peter 
that  Mark  learned  the  intimate  de¬ 
tails  of  what  Christ  had  said  and 
done.  A.  M.  Hunter  says,  "We  shall 
not  go  far  astray  if  we  find  in  the  gos¬ 
pel  according  to  Mark  the  reminis¬ 
cences  of  Jesus  as  told  by  Peter  to  his 
friend  John  Mark.” 

I.  The  danger  of  tradition  (Mark 
3:14) 

Jesus  faced  his  strongest  opposi¬ 
tion  from  those  who  loved  their  tradi¬ 
tions  more  than  they  loved  people.  He 


